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RYAN WHITE PLANNING COUNCIL 

<<>> 
 
 

 
We envision an educated community where the needs of all HIV/AIDS infected and/or affected individuals are met by accessible, 

effective, and culturally sensitive health and psychosocial services that are part of a fully coordinated system. The community will 
continue to intervene responsibly until the end of the epidemic. 

 
The Houston Eligible Metropolitan Area (EMA) Ryan White Planning Council will improve the quality of life and advocate for those 

infected and/or affected with HIV/AIDS by taking a leadership role in the planning and assessment of HIV resources 
 

AGENDA 
11:30 a.m., Thursday, November 8, 2012 

Meeting Location: Third Ward Multi-Service Center Auditorium 
3611 Ennis Street, Houston, Texas 77004 

 
 
I. Call to Order        Morénike Giwa, Chair 

A. Moment of Reflection       Ryan White Planning Council 
B. Welcoming Remarks 
C. We Appreciate Our External Committee Members 
D. Educational Presentation: RWPC Election Policy  Roland Amboree and David Watson, 

Co-Chairs, Operations Committee 
E. Adoption of the Agenda     
F. Adoption of the Minutes       

 
II. Public Comments and Announcements    Venita Ray, Secretary 

(NOTE: If you wish to speak during the Public Comment portion of the meeting, please sign up on the clipboard at the front 
of the room.  No one is required to give his or her name or HIV/AIDS status.  All meetings are audio taped by the Office of 
Support for use in creating the meeting minutes.  The audiotape and the minutes are public record.  If you state your name or 
HIV/AIDS status it will be on public record.  If you would like your health status known, but do not wish to state your name, 
you can simply say: “I am a person with HIV/AIDS”, before stating your opinion.  If you represent an organization, please 
state that you are representing an agency and give the name of the organization.  If you work for an organization, but are 
representing yourself, please state that you are attending as an individual and not as an agency representative. Individuals can 
also submit written comments to the Council Secretary who would be happy to read the comments on behalf of the individual 
at this point in the meeting. The Chair of the Council has the authority to limit public comment to 1 minute per person. All 
information from the public must be provided in this portion of the meeting. Council members please remember that this is a 
time to hear from the community.  It is not a time for dialogue.  Council members and staff are asked to refrain from asking 
questions of the person giving public comment.) 

 
III. Reports from Committees 

A. Quality Assurance Committee     David Benson and 
Item: How To Best Meet the Need: Mental Health   Chris Escalante, Co-Chairs 
Recommended Action:  Motion: Ask the Administrative 
Agent to work with the currently funded provider to 
continue monitoring the needs of rural clients and make 
sure they are aware of mental health services in the HSDA. 
Justification: Unlike other areas outside of the HSDA, rural 
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clients receiving services in the Houston HSDA should have 
access to Ryan White funded transportation; psychiatric and 
medical case management services are located at all primary 
care sites; the Local Pharmacy Assistance Program provides 
psychiatric medication; and counseling services are being 
expanded to include more rural communities using telemedicine. 
Therefore, geographic targeting is unnecessary.  
 

  Item: Reports from the Administrative Agent – Part A 
  Recommended Action:  FYI:  See the attached: 

• FY 2012 Procurement Report (revised: 10/10/12) 
• FY 2012 Service Utilization Report – 2nd Qtr. (dated 09/28/12) 

 
  Item: Reports from the Administrative Agent – Part B/State Services 
  Recommended Action: FYI: See the attached: 

• FY 11/12 State Services Procurement Report (04/01/12 – 08/31/12) 
• FY 11/12 State Services Utilization Report (09/01/12 – 08/31/12) 
• FY 12/13 RW Part B Procurement Report (04/01/12 -08/31/12) 
• FY 2012 RW Part B Utilization Report (04/01/12 – 08/31/12) 

 
Item: FY 2013 Standards of Care  

  Recommended Action: FYI: The committee will be reviewing the 
  FY 2013 Standards of Care and Outcome Measures at their next 
  meeting at 10 am on Thursday, November 15, 2013. 
 
 

B. Comprehensive HIV Planning     Michael Bass, Chair 
Item: Educational Presentation: Men’s Testing Initiative 
Recommended Action: FYI: Oscar Perez, YMSM Program 
Coordinator
“Men’s Testing Initiative,”.   

 at HACS, provided a presentation on the 

 
Item: 2014 HIV/AIDS Needs Assessment 
Recommended Action: Motion: Adopt the proposed structure for 
the 2014 Houston Area HIV/AIDS Needs Assessment, see attached. 

 
Item: 2014 HIV/AIDS Needs Assessment 
Recommended Action: Motion. Adopt the proposed list of  
collaborative partners for the 2014 HIV/AIDS Needs Assessment, 
see attached. Multiple avenues will be used to engage consumers, 
including in the criteria for quorum for NAG and Workgroup meetings.  

 
  Item: Evaluation of Year 1 of Comprehensive HIV Plan Implementation 

Recommended Action:  FYI: The Evaluation Workgroup will re-convene 
on December 13, 2012 to conduct the evaluation of Year 1 of  
implementation of the joint Comprehensive HIV Plan. See the attached 
Evaluation & Monitoring Plan.  
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Item: Update on the 2013 Joint Epidemiological Profile  
Recommended Action: FYI: The 2013 Epi Profile Workgroup has  
been formed and held its first planning meeting on Friday,  
October 26, 2012 at 12:00 pm.    

 
Item: Update on Special Studies  
Recommended Action: FYI: The Transgender Special Study 
will conclude on October 31, 2012.  As of October 25, 2012, 
73 surveys have been collected, and three focus groups have 
been held, see attached. A Special Study on post-release linkage 
to care for the recently released incarcerated, sponsored by SIRR, 
was launched on October 17, 2012, see attached.  

 
Item:  2012 – 2013 Committee Timetable 
Recommended Action: FYI: See the attached timetable of major  
activities for the Comprehensive HIV Planning Committee for 
November 2012 – June 2013.  

 
C. Affected Community       Melvin Johnson and 

Item:  Educational Presentation: HIV & the Hispanic Community Teresa Presley Pruitt,  
Recommended Action: FYI:  The Committee met at   Co-Chairs 
FLAS and received information on HIV & the Hispanic 
Community, presented by Elia Chino, Executive Director.  
 
Item: 2012 Community Events 
Recommended Action:  FYI:  See the attached chart listing events 
at which members of the Affected Community Committee have 
staffed a Ryan White booth. 
 
Item: 2012 Greeters 
Recommended Action:  FYI:  See the attached list of greeters. 
 
Item: Universal Statement about Non-Discrimination 
Recommended Action:  FYI:  One of the activities of the 
Comprehensive Plan is to develop and adopt a universal statement  
About non-discrimination toward Special Populations in the provision 
of HIV prevention and care services.  Rusty Wendt, an intern with 
the Office of Support, is working with the Affected Community  
Committee to develop such a statement.  

 
Item: Committee Training 
Recommended Action:  FYI:  Jennifer Hadayia, Health Planner for 
the Office of Support, trained members of the Affected Community 
Committee and others in the purpose of Standards of Care and  
Outcome Measures.  
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D. Operations        Roland Amboree and 
Item: Letter of Agreement with the RW Part B Stakeholders David Watson, Co-Chairs 
Recommended Action:  Motion: Approve the attached Letter 
of Agreement among the Ryan White Part B Stakeholders.  If 
approved, the letter will be sent forward to the Texas Department 
of State Health Services (DSHS) for their approval. 

 
Item: 2013 Elections 
Recommended Action:  Motion: Approve the attached Slate of 
Officers for the 2013 Ryan White Planning Council. 
 
Item: Important Meeting Dates in 2013 
Recommended Action: FYI:  Please note the following important 
meeting dates in 2013:  

• Mentor/Mentee Luncheon – Thurs., January 17, 2013 
• Council Orientation – Thurs., January 24, 2013 

 
E.       Priority and Allocations      Linda Hollins & Greg Monk 

Item: FY 2012 RW Part A Unspent Funds     Co-Chairs 
Recommended Action: Motion:  Approve the attached allocation 

  increases using FY 2012 Ryan White Part A unspent funds. 
 

Item: Quarterly Committee Report 
Recommended Action: FYI:  See the attached Quarterly Committee 
Report. 

  
 V. Report from the Office of Support        Tori Williams, Manager 
            Office of Support 
 
VI. Report from Ryan White Grant Administration       Charles Henley, Manager, 

Ryan White Grant Admin.,   
HCPHS 

 
VII.      Report from The Resource Group        Patrick Martin, Program 
              Development Director, 
              The Resource Group 
VIII. New Business 

A. Ryan White Part C Urban         Nancy Miertschin 
B. HOPWA          Melody Barr 
C. HIV Prevention Group (HPG)     Bruce Turner 
D. Update from Task Forces:  

• African American          Amber David 
• Latino            Jerry Garza 
• MSM        Bruce Turner 
• Transgender  
• Youth 
• Hepatitis C 
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• Syphilis 
• Urban AIDS Ministry 

 
 

E. AIDS Trial Network          Morénike Giwa 
F. Legislative Updates       Januari Leo 
G. Texas HIV/AIDS Coalition      Januari Leo or Bruce Turner 
H. SPNS Grant: HIV and the Homeless Program   Ben Barnett, MD 
I. Medical Updates       Ben Barnett, MD 

 
 
VIII. Announcements 
 
 
IX. Adjournment    
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