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Success Through Addiction Recovery

The Harris County Drug Court Program
Participant Agreement and Performance Contract

I wish to participate in Harris County’s Drug Court Program – Success Through Addiction Recovery (STAR).  Before I may be admitted into the program, I ____________________________________ (name), understand and agree that I will assume certain obligations and responsibilities.  I also understand and agree that I will have to follow orders given to me by the presiding Drug Court judge, Drug Court personnel, and other people involved in the Drug Court program.

My Responsibilities and Duties are as Follows:
1. I must not consume or purchase alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs.
2. I must not visit places where alcohol or illegal drugs are sold, dispensed, or used.  

3. I understand that I am not to go into bars, liquor stores, taverns, clubs, parties, or places where alcohol is the main item for sale or consumption.
4. I must attend all court sessions as ordered.
5. I must not attend any required activity or program if I am under the influence of alcohol or any illicit drug.  

6. I must not attend any required activity or program while in possession of an illegal drug or weapon of any kind, including firearms and knives.

7. I must contact my probation officer as directed.

8. I must submit to rehabilitative, medical, psychological, psychiatric, educational, vocational, alcohol, or other drug treatment and aftercare programs, including residential treatment, as directed by the Drug Court.

9. I understand that, if required to attend residential treatment, I may have to remain in custody until such time as the treatment facility admits me.

10. I will not violate and city, state, or federal law.
11. I understand that if I engage in any criminal act, I may be removed from the Drug Court program and prosecuted for any new charge(s).

12. I must submit to urinalysis or drug testing upon request of the Drug Court even if it is not my designated testing date.

13. I understand that if, at the time of request, I refuse, alter, or fail to provide a specimen for urinalysis, the Drug Court will consider my action to constitute a positive test result and I will be sanctioned.

14. I understand that I must be employed, in school, or in treatment care as required by the Drug Court Judge.

15. I must not commit acts of violence or threats of violence.  I must not engage in verbal violence.

16. I will comply with all program requirements, including but not limited to:

a) Being on time and attending all counseling sessions;
b) Being on time and attending all Drug Court appearances;
c) Participating in all counseling sessions;
d) Completing all counseling assignments;
e) Making satisfactory progress in the program as measured by phase requirements;
f) Notifying my treatment provider and case manager of any drugs prescribed for me by a physician before I begin taking them; and
g) Providing written notification to my physician that I am in Drug Court.

19.  I will keep all appointments and be on time as required of me by the Drug Court and all program resource providers in the areas of:

a) Treatment programs;

b) Counseling programs;

c) Educational programs;

d) Vocational programs;

e) Day reporting centers;

f) To my Probation Officer;

g) Community service; and

h) Other reasonable rehabilitation requirements, including but not limited to aftercare.

20.  I understand that I must exhibit courtroom behavior and obey courtroom rules, including but not limited to, the following:

a) I will not talk in the courtroom during Drug Court proceedings.

b) I will dress appropriately for court:

· I will keep my shirttails tucked in.

· I will not wear any tank tops, muscle shirts, crop-tops, starter jackets or shirts with obscene words or pictures.

· I will not wear any clothing that displays any drug related symbols or themes.

· I will not wear baggy or sagging pants, including jeans that sag below the waistline.

· I will wear my shirts buttoned.

· I will not wear any hats, caps, or bandannas in the courtroom.

· I will not wear any gang attire of any kind.

· I will not wear shorts in the courtroom.

· I will avoid obscene or abusive language.

· I will avoid racial, ethnic, social, sexist, and / or sexual slurs and derogatory language.

c) I will stand on my own two feet and not lean against the judge’s bench.

d) I will not bring food or beverages into the courtroom.

e) I will not bring a telephone or pager into the courtroom

f) I will remain in the courtroom until the Drug Court judge dismisses me.

g) I will not curse or use profanity of any kind in the courtroom.

h) I will speak clearly and directly when addressing the Drug Court judge, the district attorney, or any other officer of the court;

i) I will be on time and attend all scheduled court appearances.

j) When I enter the courtroom, I will immediately take a seat.

21.  I will not leave Texas or the county in which I reside without written permission from the Drug Court. 

22.  I will not I change my address, telephone number or employment without first consulting with appropriate Drug Court personnel.
23.  I will promptly and truthfully answer all inquiries directed to me by all Drug Court team members.

24.  I will allow any representative of the Drug Court to visit my home, place of employment, or any other location I am located at any time.  

25.  I will carry out all instructions given to me by Drug Court or its representatives.

26.  I will not, in any way, communicate with persons on probation, parole, ex-convicts, or inmates without express permission from appropriate Drug Court personnel.

27.  I will not associate with persons having a criminal record unless the individual is attending the Drug Court Program or the Drug Court approves of me associating with the individual before contact takes place.

28.  I will not act as a Confidential Informant (CI) for any law enforcement agency.

29.  I agree to sign all authorizations for release of information requested by the Drug Court and / or treatment provider(s) and / or other resource providers.  

30.  I realize that my authorization of release of information is necessary to allow cross reporting of my compliance with program conditions.  

31.  I understand that I cannot revoke my authorization for release of information until I complete or am dismissed from the Drug Court Program.  

32.  I understand that my failure to sign an authorization for release of information may make me ineligible for participation in the program.

33.  I agree that, if I fail to keep any program appointment (in the absence of an explanation satisfactory to my treatment provider or a member of the Drug Court Team), my treatment provider or a member of the Drug Court team may immediately make necessary adjustments prior to staffing with the Drug Court.

34.  I agree that, if I fail to comply with any reasonable requests or requirements of my treatment provider, a member of the Drug Court team, and/or resource providers, my treatment provider or a member of the Drug Court team may immediately make necessary adjustments prior to staffing with the Drug Court.

35.  I agree that, if I test positive for any drug and/or alcohol, my treatment provider or a member of the Drug Court team may immediately make necessary adjustments prior to staffing with the Drug Court.

36.  I agree that I will comply with immediate conditions that are listed in the Harris County Drug Court program guidelines until my case is reviewed at the earliest court docket date by the Drug Court, the treatment provider, and / or a member of the Drug Court team.

37.  If I do not agree that I committed an alleged breach of this agreement, I shall continue on the program until the next Drug Court docket; I also agree to continue to obey all lawful orders of my treatment provider or members of the Drug Court team.  

38.  Though I understand that I have the right to be heard at the next Drug Court docket, I am aware that the Drug Court can in some cases impose additional sanctions in the event of a finding that this agreement has been violated.  

39.  I acknowledge that I have been informed that if the Court, in its sole discretion, finds that I willfully failed to comply with any treatment and/or rehabilitation requirements, I may be revoked from the program and the Court may proceed to impose sentence.

40.  I agree to pay all fees, court costs, treatment fees, restitution costs, victim compensation, attorney fees, mental health assessment fees, and laboratory fees as ordered by the Court. The estimated cost of the program is $1,000.00.  

41.  I understand that all of my payments are to be made by cash, cashier’s check, or money order made out to the Harris County Community Supervision and Correction Department.

42.  
I understand that Drug Court treatment costs may be assessed according to my specific treatment program.

43. 
I will comply with all lawful directives issued by the judge, agent, or agency of the Drug Court.

44.  I understand and agree to remain under the supervision of the Drug Court program until further orders of the Court.
45.  I will not own, possess, or carry any type of weapon, including firearms.

46.  I will not engage in sexual behavior of any type with another STAR client.

47.  I will not perpetrate any falsehood or deception, or misrepresent any truth to any branch of government or a government representative.

48.  I agree to allow myself to be searched at any time or place by the Drug Court or representative(s) of the Drug Court or any law enforcement agency.

49.  I agree to allow my vehicle, residence, and / or property under my control searched if the Drug Court judge or Drug Court representative(s) deems it necessary.

50.  I will not contest any effort by any jurisdiction to return to the State of Texas.
51.  I will perform any and all community service hours including a required STAR community service project as directed by the Drug Court.

52.  I agree to take psychiatric medications as prescribed by my physician or psychiatrist and that are approved by the court.
53.  I agree to attend psychiatric or mental health appointments if the Drug Court judge or Drug Court representative(s) deems it necessary. 

54.  If the court sanctions me by sending me to jail, or I am arrested on a STAR warrant, or I am arrested on a new offense, I must notify the jail of my mental status and, if applicable, my current medications.

55.  If I do not take my prescription medications or inform the jail of my mental status and / or current medications, I place my recovery at risk and violate the conditions of my probation.
56.  I agree to special conditions as follows:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
57.  I understand if I fail to follow the terms of my agreement, the Drug Court may impose sanctions, add or change assigned tasks or conditions, and / or modify or change my treatment program.  These changes may include, but are not limited to:

· Increased frequency of urinalysis testing. 

· Increased frequency of court appearances.

· Imposition of additional self-help treatments.

· Required attendance at additional meetings.

· Required essay on a Drug Court related topic.

· Imposition of community service.

· Incarceration in the Harris County Jail.

· Demotion to an earlier phase of treatment.

· Placement into a community residential treatment for specified period.

· Increased level of supervision.

· Additional treatment groups.

· Re-evaluation of my treatment plan.

· Issuance of a Bond Forfeiture or Alias Warrant (BFAW) for me.

· Termination of my status as a program participant.

· Revocation of my deferred adjudication or community supervision, allowing the Court to then convict and sentence me within the full range of punishment.

I acknowledge that I have read and understood my responsibilities and duties as listed above.  I agree to abide by each and every rule.  

________________________________        ________________________
STAR Client                                                   Date
________________________________
___________________________________
Attorney for STAR Client


District Attorney

________________________________       ____________________________________
STAR Program Manager                               Court Reporter Present
________________________________
Deputy Court Clerk
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