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HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM 

2006 
 

REQUESTS FOR FUNDING 
 

Replacement of 100 Public Access Computers and 70 Laptops:  $214,000 
Replacement of 11 self-check out machines:    $198,000 
Total Requested for 2006:       $412,000 

 
NEW FUTURE LIBRARY BUILDING PROJECTS: 

ESTIMATED COSTS 
 

  
 Parker Williams      $1,263,000  
 Barrett Station      $4,218,500 
 Evelyn Meador     $4,008,500* 
 McNair      $5,457,500 
 Stratford      $5,407,500 
 Baldwin Boettcher     $8,667,395** 
 Fairbanks      $8,667,395** 
 Kingwood                 $8,667,395*** 
 TOTAL:               $46,357,185 
 
*Joint Projects with the City of Seabrook 
**Joint Projects with North Harris Montgomery Community College District on the 
 campuses of North Harris and the Cy-Fair College’s Fairbanks Center 
***Joint Project with the City of Houston.  It has been suggested that the City of Houston 
fund the construction costs, opening day collection, technology and furnishings. 
 

JUSTIFICATION FOR FUNDING FOR FUTURE NEW LIBRARY 
BUILDINGS 

 
PRECINCT ONE 

 
RENOVATION OF THE PARKER WILLIAMS BRANCH 

 
Renovation Cost:     $800,000 
New Service Model:     $183,000 
Furnishings:      $280,000 
Total Cost of Project:            $1,263,000 
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This 20,000 square foot library was opened in 1993.  It is located in a shopping center in 
southeast Harris County in Annex 67.  The library needs minor renovations including new 
carpet, paint, a redesign of space to allow for the new service model, and a redesign of the 
small meeting rooms and staff space.   
 
 

FUNDS REQUESTED FOR A NEW BRANCH LIBRARY IN BARRETT STATION 
(Precinct Two) 

 
Recommended Building Size:  12,000 square feet 
 
Building Construction Cost:  $3,026,500 
 
Opening Day Collection:       $800,000 
Technology:        $200,000 
Furnishings:        $192,000 
Total Cost of Project:   $4,218,500 
 
 

FUNDS REQUESTED FOR THE EVELYN MEADOR BRANCH LIBRARY 
RENOVATION/EXPANSION 

(Precinct Two) 
 
Current Building Size:    7,217 
Recommended Building Size:           20,000  
 
Building Construction Cost:   $3,837,500* 
 City of Seabrook:    $1,299,000** 
 Harris County:    $2,538,500 
 
Opening Day Collection and Supplies            850,000 
Technology:                300,000 
Furnishings:                          320,000 
 
TOTAL COST OF PROJECT:   $5,307,500 
TOTAL COST FOR HARRIS COUNTY:   $4,008,500 
 
 
EVELYN MEADOR BRANCH LIBRARY FUNDING CONTINUED 
 
*Based on $145.00 per square feet for new construction.  Architectural fees at 10% of 
construction cost, a contingency fund are recommended at 5% of the construction cost and 
testing is 2.5% of the construction cost.  Also included is a graphic/signage allowance and 
funding for the phone system and cabling.  The construction cost includes funds for 50 
parking spaces at $2,400 per space. 
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**The citizens in the City of Seabrook passed a library re ferendum in November 2002 for 
$1,299,000 in funding for the expansion/renovation of the Evelyn Meador Branch Library.  
These bonds will be sold by the City of Seabrook in 2007. 
 
 

MCNAIR LIBRARY PROJECT 
New Branch Library 

(Precinct Two) 
 
Recommended Building Size:  20,000 square feet 
 
Building Construction Cost:  $3,837,500* 
Opening Day Collection and Supplies:   1,000,000 
Technology:               300,000 
Furnishings:                          320,000 
 
Total Project Cost:    $5,457,500 
*Please see explanation under the Evelyn Meador Library Funding. 
 
 
FUNDING REQUESTED FOR A NEW BUILDING FOR THE STRATFORD BRANCH 

LIBRARY 
(Precinct Two) 

(Not included in the 1997 Library Bond Fund) 
 

Current Building Size:  2,700 square feet 
Recommended Building Size: 20,000 square feet 
 
Building Construction Cost: $3,837,500* 
Opening Day Collection and 

Supplies:        950,000 
Technology:         300,000 
Furnishings:              320,000 
 
Total Cost of Project:  $5,407,500 
 
*Please see explanation of funding under the Evelyn Meador Branch Library 
 
Negotiations are currently being held with Goose Creek Independent School District to lease 
property to Harris County for the new library building. 
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FUNDS REQUESTED FOR A NEW BUILDING FOR THE BALDWIN BOETTCHER 
BRANCH LIBRARY 

A possible joint project between North Harris College and Harris County 
(Precinct Four) 

 
Current Building Size:  10,137 square feet 
Recommended Building Size: 70,000-78,000 square feet 
     (Harris County would be responsible for    
    approximately 35,000 square feet of building    
   costs.) 
 
Building Construction Cost:  $6,593,125* 
 
Opening Day Collection:    $1,000,000 
Technology:          514,270 
Furnishings:          560,000 
 
TOTAL COST OF PROJECT:  $8,667,395 
 
*Please see explanation of funding under the Evelyn Meador Branch Library 
 
 

FUNDS REQUESTED FOR THE FAIRBANKS BRANCH LIBRARY 
A possible joint project between Cy-Fair College and Harris County 

(Precinct Four) 
 

 
Current Building Size:     7,247 square feet 
Recommended Building Size:  35,000 square feet 
 
Building Construction Cost:  $6,593,125* 
 
Opening Day Collection:    $1,000,000 
Technology:          514,270 
Furnishings:          560,000 
 
TOTAL COST OF PROJECT:  $8,667,395 
 
*Please see explanation of funding under the Evelyn Meador Branch Library 
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FUNDS REQUESTED FOR THE KINGWOOD BRANCH LIBRARY 
A possible joint project between the City of Houston and Harris County 

(Precinct Four) 
 

Current Building Size:   12,000 square feet 
Recommended Building Size:  35,000 square feet 
 
Building Construction Cost:  $6,593,125 
  
Opening Day Collection:    $1,000,000 
Technology:          514,270 
Furnishings:          560,000 
 
TOTAL COST OF PROJECT:  $8,667,395 
 
It is recommended that the City of Houston fund the entire construction project including 
the opening day collection, technology and furnishings.  The City is also being asked to 
construct a building with a minimum square footage of 30,000.  In  addition, it has been 
recommended that the City of Houston provide an annual payment for operations costs.  
Harris County will operate the new library. 
 
*Please see explanation of funding under the Evelyn Meador Branch Library 
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HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Estimated Operating Costs Per Branch Library 

FY 2006 
 
 

BRANCH    SQ. FT   TOTAL EXPENSE 
 

Clear Lake City-County  
Freeman Memorial   42,000   $ 2,735,812 
Tomball    72,000   $ 2,442,079 
Barbara Bush Branch  32,000   $ 2,284,610 
Cy-Fair    78,000   $ 1,689,834 
Katherine Tyra   12,000   $ 1,277,617 
Maud Marks    12,300   $ 1,148,963 
Atascocita    12,000   $    961,758 
Northwest    12,000   $    951,537 
Parker Williams   20,000   $    947,959 
Octavia Fields   15,000   $    940,991 
LaPorte    23,357   $    893,901 
Aldine     13,268   $    882,666 
Kingwood    12,000   $    862,258 
North Channel   14,000   $    837,299 
Baldwin Boettcher   10,137   $    794,188 
Katy     15,000   $    646,767 
Spring Branch   10,532   $    673,027 
Fairbanks     7,247    $    524,652 
High Meadows    9,500    $    484,185 

Crosby    10,500   $    450,011 
West University    5,200    $    447,600 

Evelyn Meador    7,217    $    426,824 
South Houston    5,800    $    345,436 
Galena Park     5,800    $    332,351 
Jacinto City     3,800    $    314,465 

Stratford     2,700    $    240,188 
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HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS PER GROUP OF BRANCHES FOR FY2006 

 
 

VERY LARGE BRANCHES - $1,000,000 - $2,700,000 
 

Barbara Bush  Katherine Tyra 
Clear Lake/Freeman Maud Smith Marks 
Cy-Fair College  Tomball 

 
 

LARGE BRANCHES - $837,000 - $961,000 
 

Aldine    North Channel 
Atascocita   Northwest 
Kingwood   Octavia Fields 
LaPorte   Parker Williams 

 
 

MEDIUM BRANCHES - $426,000 - $794,000 
 

Baldwin Boettcher  High Meadows 
Crosby   Katy 
Evelyn Meador  Spring Branch 
Fairbanks   West University 

 
 

SMALL BRANCHES - $240,000 - $345,000 
 

Galena Park   South Houston 
Jacinto City   Stratford 

 
 

OASIS BRANCH - $5,000 
 

Finnegan Park (Precinct One) 
Lincoln Park  (Precinct One) 
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