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	A PARTNERSHIP OF 

HARRIS COUNTY FAMILY DISTRICT COURTS, DISTRICT CLERK, DOMESTIC RELATIONS OFFICE, AND THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.




1. FOCAS Program Description
Harris County enhanced its child support services by implementing the “FOCAS” Program, a partnership of the Family District Courts, District Clerk, Domestic Relations Office (DRO) and the Office of the Attorney General (OAG).  

Representing the State of Texas, FOCAS will monitor and enforce child support through income withholding, tax intercept, liens, contempt and other methods; provide parent locator services; enforce medical support; assist with enrolling children in health insurance plans; provide employment referrals; provide review and adjustment of child support orders; and more.  

1. FOCAS Program Caseload
The FOCAS Program caseload, created by implementation of Family Trial Division Local Rule 14, deems that the following become IV-D (OAG) cases: 
1. final divorce decrees and paternity orders signed on or after a court enters FOCAS where child support is ordered paid through the Texas Child Support Disbursement Unit; and 

The FOCAS Program caseload will not include existing IV-D cases.

1. Opt-Out Provision
Participation in the FOCAS Program is discretionary with the custodial parent, who may “opt out” of the program at any time by completing and returning a form (copy attached).  

1. Referral/Retention of FOCAS Cases
Each District Court has discretion to retain FOCAS cases in District Court or refer them to IV-D Courts.  At present the 245th,  246th, 247th, 308th, 309th, 310th 311th and 312th District Courts retain FOCAS cases, and the 257th District Courts refers FOCAS cases to IV-D Courts.  Modifications of possession or conservatorship filed in FOCAS cases will continue to be heard by the District Courts.


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)

What is Local Rule 14?  Family Trial Division Local Rule 14, adopted by Harris County Family District Judges, provides that all final divorce and paternity decrees shall be deemed to include an application for IV-D child support services provided by Harris County and the OAG.   By written notice, all Harris County Family District Courts elected to implement the “Local Rule” in their respective courts.

How does the FOCAS Program work?  When a divorce or parentage case is finalized in court, the case is entered into the Texas Child Support Enforcement System (TXCSES).  Critical FOCAS Program and child support information, including the opt out form, is mailed immediately to both parties.  DRO begins monitoring and enforcing support immediately, utilizing TXCSES.

Will FOCAS monitor possession as well as child support?  No.  However, a parent in the FOCAS Program may apply to the DRO for possession enforcement services.

If in FOCAS, may a custodial parent hire private counsel to enforce support?  Yes.  The custodial parent has discretion to hire private counsel, who notices the DRO of the enforcement action.

What if the custodial parent hires private counsel to modify conservatorship and child support?  Because modification of conservatorship is requested, the matter will be heard in District Court.  The only requirement is that the DRO be properly noticed of the child support action.

Once opted out, may a custodial parent opt back in to FOCAS?  No, once out of the program a parent may not “opt” back in.  However, the custodial parent may apply for child support enforcement services with the DRO or the OAG.

Will the current procedure for appeals to the referring court continue?  Yes.

When enforcing support, does the DRO represent the custodial parent/obligee?  No, the DRO represents the State of Texas.

Will DRO attorneys review and clarify orders in FOCAS cases?  DRO attorneys will review and clarify any necessary child support provisions in FOCAS cases if the presiding judge elects.  

Will the DRO “modify” child support in FOCAS cases?  Yes.  The DRO will review and adjust child support orders pursuant to the Texas Family Code.

Will the Friend of the Court Program continue; and, how is FOCAS different?  No – The Friend of the Court Program (FOC) will not continue.  FOCAS supersedes FOC in all District Courts.  FOCAS gives Harris County access to more data, resources and tools to administratively monitor and enforce child support.  Lastly, FOCAS allows Harris County to access federal funds for this program.
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