Child Access and Visitation Services

The Harris County Domestic Relations Office offers parents help in making the most of their time with their children.

The Issue
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the biggest challenges a parent may face is sharing their child’s time with the other parent when the parents do not live together.  This can be hard for parents to handle when they were never married or are angry after a divorce.  A separation or divorce may leave a parent feeling angry and distrustful of the other.  It may be uncomfortable to see the other parent when he or she pick up the child.  It may be difficult to know the right things to say when your child talks about their time with the other parent.  Combine these worries with feelings of loss and loneliness a parent sometimes experiences when a child leaves to be with the other parent and problems surrounding visitation often arise.
If the court ordered times of access and possession with your child are being denied or interfered with, the Harris County Domestic Relations Office may be able to help.  Our staff of attorneys, mediators and facilitators specially trained and highly experienced in assisting with access and visitation issues is here to help. 
The Process
The first step is a consultation with one of our enforcement attorneys. Next, the parties will participate in a parent conference with the other parent.  If there is no resolution, court intervention may be necessary.  The majority of cases are resolved through this process without court intervention.  
1.  Attorney Consultation

At the consultation, the attorney will meet with you to gather information, review and explain your court ordered visitation, evaluate your case and provide guidance.  You will receive recommendations at the conclusion of the meeting.

2. Parent Conference
After the consultation, both parents will be referred to a parent conference. They will meet with a facilitator trained in family dynamics and mediation to attempt settlement of the access and visitation matter.  The facilitator will review the court order with both parties, provide tools for better parent communication, and attempt to achieve compliance with the access and visitation provisions.  Subsequent parent conferences may be scheduled.

3. Court Intervention 

If the parent conference does not achieve resolution, the DRO may file a motion for enforcement to compel the other party’s compliance with court order.  Court intervention is a last resort when all other efforts to resolve the dispute have been exhausted. It is highly effective to enforce compliance with the order.

