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New Reports Introduced 

Sex Offender on Appeal Bond 
The department developed a report to 

identify persons convicted of a sexual offense 
who have appealed the conviction and posted 
bond. Once convicted a person must register as 
a sex offender even when the conviction is being 
appealed. The report helps ensure that all per- 
sons required to register as a sex offender meet 
that obligation. If the court deems it appropri- 
ate, Pretrial Services will provide supervision 
services during the appeal process. 

Ignition Interlock Installation 
The department receives a report that 

lists all defendants who make bond and are sub- 
ject to certain provisions of 17.441 CCP, Ignition 
Interlock Device (IID) installation on all subse- 
quent offenses under 49.04-49.06 (Felony DWI, 
Intoxicated Manslaughter and Intoxicated As- 
sault). In December, the District Court judges 
voted to add an offense, Driving with a Child 
Under 15 as a Passenger (49.045). While an IID 
is not required, the report allows Pretrial to ad- 
vise the court about a defendant's release so that 
the court can evaluate the need for IID installa- 
tion. If the court orders the installation of the 
IID, the agency offers supervision services to 
monitor compliance. 

STAR Drug Court Referral 
The STAR Referral Report uses infor- 

mation from the Pretrial Defendant Report to 
idenhfy possible candidates for the Harris Court 
Drug Court. The Defendant Report indicates 
whether the defendant wants substance abuse 
treatment. In 2003 the department interviewed 
over 2,000 defendants who were charged with a 
felony offence and requested drug treatment. 

Pretrial Staff Support March of Dimes 

Pretrial Services staff participated in the March of 
Dimes WalkAmerica held April 27,2003. 

Judge Robert Eckels visited with staff who stayed to enjoy the 
post-walk barbeque hosted by the judge's office. 

~omrnisioner El Frnnco Lee presents Prwtrial Services employee 
$carler Wlliams with an Honorary Scarlet Wlliams Day certiftcate 
*elehmfinu her retirement nfier 25 wars  n f . ~ e ~ i m  

Pretrial Services Assists with Fair Defense Act Requirements 
The Fair Defense Act sets specific time Limits and requirements that the courts must follow regarding appointment 

of counsel for indigent defendants and for the determination of probable cause after a person's arrest. 
When a defendant declines the initial pretrial interview or is arrested on a motion to revoke probation (MRP) 

warrant and subsequently requests appointed counsel, Pretrial Services prepares a modified report focusing on areas 
that assist the court in an indigency determination. Because the department automatically compiled 70,795 defendant 
reports, only 738 additional indigency-specific reports were needed for statute compliance. 

Additionally, Pretrial Services assists all defendants who request appointed counsel during the Probable Cause 
Hearing in completing the indigency affidavit. Over half the defendants at the hearing request appointed counsel. 

Another aspect of the Act requires that a court release a defendant on personal bond if no determination of 
probable cause has been made by the court or designated magistrate within 24 to 48 hours from arrest. In 2003,96 
defendants were released due to the statute and suwrvised bv Pretrial Services. 
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Defendant Report Provides Information to Courts 

checks for the Defendant Report. 

Throughout the pretrial stage of a 
case, Pretrial Services (PTS) provides 
services that facilitate informed, ac- 
countable release and detention prac- 
tices. The department begins the pro- 
cesses necessary to deliver timely, use- 
ful information within hours of an 
arrest with preparation of the Defen- 
dant Reports. 

The Defendant Report begins with 
a defendant interview and includes a 
comprehensive criminal background 
check. A Pretrial Officer draws upon 
multiple information sources during 
report preparation and compiles the 
data into a profile of the defendant 
consisting of employment and resi- 
dence information, detailed financial 
information, documentation of health 
issues, and both self-reported and of- 
ficial criminal hisotry information. 

The Defendant Report is used for 
bail review at the Probable Cause 
Hearing and is delivered to the as- 
signed court for defendants on the 
day's docket. It is also available in 
JIMS at any time. 

When appropriate, the Pretrial Of- 
ficer will prepare a mental health re- 
ferral report based on the defendant 
interview. The referral report is for- 
warded to the MHMR staff in the jail 
and a copy is delivered to the c0urt.l 

The department staffs offices at the 
Central and Southeast Jails of the 
Houston Police Department, the 
Harris County Jail Inmate Processing 
Center and the Probable Cause 
Courtroom twenty-four hours a day, 
seven days a week in order to 

. 
The Defendant Report : 
Contains Information on: . 

Criminal History . . 
Open Warrants 

Pending Cases . Address History and . 
Living Situation 

I 
Employment History . 

interview defendants as soon after 
arrest as possible. 

Financial Situation . 
Dependents . 
Family, Friends, and . 
Contacts rn . 
Medical Special Needs , . 

B 
I . . . . . . . . . . I . 

HPDIPark . HCSO 
Pasadena 

Baytown 
Humble 

DPS 
Constables 
Other 

I 
HPD is responsible for 52% of arrests of persons charged with new A/ 
B misdemeanor or felony oflenses in Harris County and PTS interviews 
most ofthem before thev are transferred to the Harris Countv iail. 

Pretrial Services 2003 Annual Report Part I I Page 2 

DPotts
Rectangle


DPotts
Rectangle




m m m & B s m a r r I s e r  
Defendant Report Activity in 2003 

Arrests in Harris County for class A 
or B misdemeanor or felony offenses 
climbed to almost 80,000 people in 2003, 
a 4.6% increase over the previous year. 
Misdemeanor arrests accounted for 61 % 
of the total and felony arrests for 39%. 

Pretrial Services compiled reports on 
87% of the arrestees, for a total of 70,143 
reports. Staff prepared 42,169 reports on 
defendants arrested for a misdemeanor 
offense, compiling information on 86% of 
that population. For those defendants 
arrested for a felony, the percentage 
jumped to almost 90%) or 27,974 reports 
completed. 

Other defendants interviewed 
included 283 defendants who had open 
warrants but were not in custody. Another 
1,293 defendants posted a financial bond 
and were interviewed in order to initiate 
court ordered supervision, more than 
double the number in this category in 2002. 
Abbreviated versions of the defendant 
report were prepared for 738 defendants 
who requested an appointed attorney and 
for 186 defendants ordered to submit to 

Arrests Reports 
I 

Arrests for a felony or class A or B misdemeanor offense and defendant 
reports completed over the last five years. Arrests have increased almost 
17% in five years and the interview rate has kept pace. 

an on-site drug test who did not have a current defendant Over 26% of the report group were under 22 years of age. 
report compiled. Almost 60% reported that they had at least received a high 

There is little change from last year in the 2003 report school diploma or a GED. Those charged with a felony 
population demographics. The population is 82% male. were more likely to have a prior criminal record.. 

No prlor cow 
37% 1 prior cow 

17% 

>3 prlor conv 
2 7% 

3 prior conv 
8% 

Education Ievel acheived as reported by defendants 
interviewed bv Pretrial Services in 2003. 

Number of prior convictions confirmed for defendants 
interviewed by Pretrial Services in 2003. 
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I m W W W B B m B  

Supervision Caseload Review 

Pretrial Services added 
7,864 new defendants to its 
caseload in 2003, a 22% 
increase over 2002. Of those, 
4,831 defendants posted 
some form of financial bond. 
Another 2,995 defendants 
were released from jail on a 
personal bond. The 
remaining 38 defendants 
were supervised by order of 
the court without bail as a 
factor. 

The judiciary placed 
5,392 defendants under 
enhanced supervision, 
requiring compliance with 
one or more of the enhanced 
conditions listed below. This 
represents a 32% increase 
from the previous year. 
Defendants with enhanced 
conditions accounted for 

9.000 

Ordered 
Supervised 81000 

7.000 

6,000 

5,000 

4.000 

3,000 

2,000 

1,000 

0 

.Enhanced Conditions 
Standard  Conditions 

1 

The number of defendants ordered supervised has been on the increase with the 
greatest growth in the population ordered to comply with enhanced conditions. 

almost 69% of all persons I 

Standard Release Conditions 

placed in the defendant monitoring program. The 
remaining 31% were required to comply with the standard 
supervision conditions. Defendants on financial bond 

In person check-ins on each court date 

comprised 61% of those ordered supervised in 2003 and 
almost 90% of those with enhanced supervision conditions. 

1 

Check-ins by phone or in person at least every 
two weeks 

.....................D........... 

Calls the day before court to confirm court date 

Notification of all address, telephone number or 
employment changes 

Travel restriction out of the Harris County area 

Complaining witness contact prohibition 

Other Services Offered 

Enhanced Conditions Enforced 

Refrain from illegal/llicit drug possession or use 

Submit to regular or random drug screens 

Install and use ignition interlock device 

Adhere to a curfew with or without electronic monitorina 

Abide by residence requirements 

Abide by employment conditions 

Abide by educational requirements 

Participate in substance and alcohol abuse treatment 

Participate in mental impairment services 

Coordination of supervision services for 
defendants living out of the Harris County area 

On-site drug screens and breathalyzer 
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Defendants Ordered Supervised in 2003: 7,864 
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Supervision Services Provide 
Courts with Options 

All defendants supervised by Pretrial Services must 
check-in regularly by phone and in person, and to n o w  
the office of any changes in their work or residence 
situations. 

On average, 78% of the monthly caseload had one or 
more additional conditions of release. Screening for drug 
use was the condition most often imposed. There were 
4,638 supervised defendants required to participate in 
the screening process. Specimens collected rose by 29% 
to 24,086. Slightly more than 17% of the specimens tested 
were confirmed positive. Overall, 60% of supervised 
defendants were screened for drug use. The courts also 
required 57% of the defendants assigned to Pretrial 

Misdemeanor Felony 
W Personal Bond Financial Bond 

lncludes 38 defendants ordered supervised where bail was 

Services to submit to a substance abuse evaluation. 

Drug Specimens 
30,000 

2002 aid  increased over 140% in the last 5 years. 

In 2003 Pretrial Services conducted 958 on-site drug 
screens on 375 defendants. Thirty-five percent of thc 
screens were positive for drug use. The on-site drug screen 
provides immediate results for five substances. Since thc 
test uses a urine sample, the results can be confirmed by 
the Medical Examiner if additional testing is warranted 
The department also offers the use of a Breathalyzer tc 
detect and measure alcohol use. 

The courts ordered 8% of supervised defendants tc 
wear electronic monitoring devices. The device allows 
Pretrial Services to determine whether a defendant h 
complying with a court-ordered curfew. 

Another 24% of the supervised defendants wen 
required to have an ignition interlock device installed on 
the vehicle that they drive. In 2003,1,101 defendants with 
this condition were supervised. This technology prevenb 
a person from starting the vehicle without providing a 
deep-lung breath sample that is tested for alcohol. It i I 2,000 

- 

alcohol isdetected in the sample, the vehicle will not start. w Drug screening results by type of drug detected. 
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M m ~ m m ~ ' u m ~ ~  
Most Defendants 
Comply with 
Supervision Orders, 
Don't Return to Jail 

In 2003, 7,320 defendants exited the 
Pretrial Services supervision program. 
They included 2,901 defendants on 
personal bond, 4,386 defendants on 
financial bond, and 33 people who were 
not on bond or who had non-Harris 
County cases. 

A review of the 7,287 defendants with 
a personal or financial bond shows that 
over 81 %, or 5,934 defendants, completed 
the supervision period and left the 
program because their criminal case was 
over. Looking at the 5,934 defendants by 
offense level, there were 4,428 defendants 
with a misdemeanor case and 1,506 with 
a felony case. The dispositions of those 
with a misdemeanor case saw 67% receive 
no addtional jail time, 22% were jailed, and 
11 % saw their cases dismissed. Of those 
charged with a felony, 58% received no 
additional jail time, 21 % were sent to jail 
or prison, and 21% saw their cases 
dismissed or no-billed. The most common 
sentence imposed included some form of 
probation with 39% of all misdemeanor 
and 53% of all felony cases resulting in 
post-trial supervision. 

The remaining 19% of defendants 
whose supervision period ended before the 
disposition of their criminal cases failed 
to appear in court when scheduled or did 
not comply with other supervision 
conditions. Six percent of the defendants 
supervised missed a court appearance 
which resulted in bond revocation or 
forfeiture. Non-compliance with other 
conditions of supervision (e.g., refrain from 
substance abuse and abide by curfew 
restrictions) accounted for 10% of those 
who left the program. The remaining 2% 
left the program for reasons other than non- 
compliance. 

Of the 33 persons with a non-bond or 
non-Harris County case, 94% successfully 
completed the supervision period. 

How All Bonded Defendants Exited the Supervision 
Program by Bond Type. 

No Conviction 

Other I 

7% 

FTA 
7% 

Non- 1 
Compliance 

2% 

Ja~lIPr~sc 
12% ' 

Personal Bond - 2,901 defendants 

I No Additional 
Jail Time 

65% 

Non-Compliance 
8% A 

Other 
FTA 3% 

.NO Additional 
Jail Time 

44% 

I 

Financial Bond - 4,386 defendants 
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