
County Judge Term Years Commissioner Precinct 1 Term Years
E.P. Hamblen 1883-1886 4 Henry S. Fox 1876-1878 3
William C. Anders 1887-1892 6 O.C. Muligan 1879-1880 2
John G. Tod 1892-1896 5 Frank S. Burke 1881-1883 3
W. Nelson Shaw 1897-1899 3 H.F. Keller 1884-1886 3
Ernest H. Vasmer 1899-1902 4 C. H. Milby 1887-1891 5
Blake Dupree 1903-1906 4 H.B. Rice 1891-1896 6
Almeron Earl Amerman 1907-1913 7 Jules Hirsch 1897-1898 2
William H. Ward 1913-1916 4 E.F. Schmidt 1899-1900 2
Chester H. Bryan 1917-1926 10 J. C. Butcher 1901-1902 2
Norman Atkinson 1927-1928 2 Dan Super 1903-1904 2
R.H. Spencer 1929-1932 4 Jules Hirsch 1905-1907 3
W.H. Ward 1933-1936 4 George Kuhlman 1908-1910 3
Roy Hofheinz 1937-1944 8 J.B. Marmion 1911-1912 2
Glenn A. Perry 1945-1950 6 W.H. Lloyd 1913-1915 3
Robert "Bob" R. Casey 1951-1958 8 Theo. Dreyling 1916-1918 3
William "Bill" M. Elliott 1959-1974 16 R.H. Spencer 1919-1929 11
Jon Lindsay 1975-1994 20 H.T. Dreyfus 1930-1932 3
Robert Eckels    1995-2007 12 J.A. Walling 1933-1934 2
Ed Emmett    2007- R.H. Spencer 1935-1938 4

R.E. Turrentine, Jr. 1939-1942 4
Ruth White Turrentine 1942-1946 5

R. Jack Townsend 1947-1950 4
W. Kyle Chapman 1951-1972 22
Tom Bass 1973-1984 12
El Franco Lee    1985-2016 30
Gene Locke    2016- 

Commissioner Precinct 2 Term Years Commissioner Precinct 3 Term Years
John B.  Sydnor 1876-1877 2 Pleasant S. Humble 1876-1877 2
N.P. Dolan 1877-1878 2 James Harrington 1878-1880 3
Robert Blalock 1879-1886 8 Charles P. Karcher 1881-1881 1
W.H. Epperson 1887-1889 3 N.K. McDuffie 1881-1882 2
John Farmer 1890-1893 4 W.M. Lockwood 1882-1882 1
Howard Dunks 1894-1896 3 H.C. Throckmorton 1882-1884 3
D.A. McKinney 1897-1898 2 J.C. Sellers 1885-1890 6
J.H. Magee 1899-1900 2 V.R. Tautenhahn 1891-1892 2
R.E. Dunks 1901-1906 6 J.G. Eberhardt 1893-1898 6
John T. Hare 1907-1912 6 Charles Roth 1899-1900 2
J.A. Smith 1913-1916 4 J.K. McDongle 1901-1902 2
John T. Hare 1917-1920 4 Carl Hildebrandt 1903-1906 4
John G. Martin 1921-1926 6 John W. Hobson 1907-1908 2
C.D. Massey 1927-1935 9 J.W. Hall 1909-1912 4
Beatrice Massey 1935-1938 4 W.H. Kiser 1913-1918 6
Thomas Decker 1939-1942 4 E.W. Corley 1919-1920 2
Hugh A. May 1943-1952 10 W.G. Sharman 1921-1932 12
V.V. Ramsey 1953-1970 18 William Tautenhahn 1933-1942 10
Jamie Bray 1971-1974 4 James Parker 1943-1944 2
Jim Fonteno 1975-2002 28 Ed Clauder 1945-1948 4
Sylvia R. Garcia    2003-2010 8 Philip Sayers 1949-1968 20
Jack Morman    2011- Wm. F. Bill Elliott 1969-1972 4

Robert Y. Eckels 1973-1988 16
Elizabeth Lyons Ghrist 1988-1988 1
Steve Radack    1989-  

Commissioner Precinct 4 Term Years
Jacob Scherer 1876-1878 3
J.E. McDougle 1879-1880 2
Peter Christen 1881-1882 2
George Ellis 1883-1886 4
C.F. Winkler 1887-1890 4
H.P. Georgi 1891-1892 2
William Hauck 1893-1894 2
George Allard 1895-1896 2
J.H.G. Becker 1897-1902 6
Theo. Zube 1903-1914 12
D. Barker 1915-1922 8
Ben Reinicke 1923-1934 12
Tom A. Graham 1935-1942 8
E.A. Lyons, Jr. 1943-1990 48
Jerry Eversole    1991-2011 15
Jack Cagle    2011 - 

Harris County Commissioners Court



Chief Justice Term Years
Andrew Briscoe 1836-1839 4
Henry Humphreys 1839-1839 1
Benjamin P. Buckner 1839-1840 2
Isaac N. Moreland 1840-1842 3
Algernon P. Thompson 1842-1846 5
William B. Reeves 1846-1848 3
Abner Cooke, Jr. 1848-1849 2
Harvey H. Allen 1849-1856 8
Charles Shearn 1856-1860 5
J.S. Stafford 1860-1862 3
Thomas B.J. Hadley 1862-1865 4
Ingham S. Roberts 1865-1866 2
John Brashear 1866-1869 4
M.N. Brewster 1869-1870 2

Justices of the Peace
J.W. McDonald 1870-1873 4
Alexander McGowan 1874-1876 3
C. Anson Jones 1876-1883 8

Board of Commissioners 3-YearTerms
C.C. Dyer 1837-1839
Joel Wheaton
James S. McGahey
M.M. Battle
Issac Batterson
James Cooper
John Denton
Abram Roberts

Board of Commissioners of Roads & Revenues
John Shea 1839-1841
John A. Newlands
Robert Walker
John Fitzgerald
Thos. H. Breese
Stephen Richardson
William Ferguson
John Dailey

D.W. Babcock 1841-1843
Isreal B. Bigelow
H. Hunt

John Carlos
George Fisher
Russell Scott
James McGee
Joseph Harris

C.H. Jaeger 1843-1845
L.L. Perkins
William Ferguson
W.F. Weeks
F.C. Wilson
R.A. Hanks
H.J. Simmons
W.G. Evans

W.F. Weeks 1845-1847
William Ferguson
William McMillin
A.W. Jaeger
C.J. Hawkins
Phillip Thompson
John W. Bergen
L.S. Perkins

Members of Harris County Governing Body Since March 28, 1837

In July of 1839 the board became the Board of Commissioners of
Roads and Revenues.

The Court was first known as a Justice Court made up of a Board of
Commissioners composed of eight members. The Chairman was
the Chief Justice. Precincts were not assigned.

From 1837 to 1861, the county executive was called Chief Justice
or president of the Board of Commissioners.

The first election for Chief Justice after statehood was held in July
of 1846.

From 1848 to 1865 elections were held the first Monday in August.

The 1869 Texas constitution, written under post-war rule,
eliminated the office of Chief Justice along with those of the
commissioners, clerk, coroner, and assessor. The five justices of
the peace assessed taxes, and performed other court functions
with the supervision of the District Clerk.



1847-1849
Philip Thompson John Viven John Bergen J.W. Hogg

1849-1851
M. DeChammes F. Stansbury John Viven Charles H. Graves

1851-1853
John Viven A.J. Burke D.W. Harris Thomas White

1853-1855
Thomas White Stephen Chambers John Viven T.B. Whitesides

1855-1857
B.A. Shepherd T.B. Whitesides John Viven Stephen Chambers

1857-1859
B.A. Shepherd R.D. Westcott H.W. Brown S. Hageman

6-Year Term
1859-1864

B.A. Shepherd George H. Roberts R.D. Westcott J.R. Grymes

2-Year Terms
1864-1865

C.F. Duer J.C. Spence S.W. Allen H.F. Gillett

1866-1867
C.F. Duer H.F. Gillet B.A. Shepherd H.J. Burke

Police Court of Harris County 3-Year Term
1867-1869

J.C. Spence D. Gregg H.F. Gillett James H. Perkins

2-Year Term
1869-1870

James Bailey F.A. Sterns Thomas Williamson Herman Engelke

County Court of Harris County 4-Year Term

(Justices of the Peace) 1870-1873
John Dunn J.C. Buckley Sam S. Ashe Jacob Sherer

2-Year Term
1874-1875

John Curry James Harrington Robert Blalock Peter Christen

In 1876 the Governing Body became known as the
Commissioners Court of Harris County and the county divided
into four precincts.

On July 13, 1867 the body was know as the Police Court of Harris
County. (Post Civil War Reconstruction)

On January 30, 1870 the board was made up of Justices of the
Peace and was known as the County Court of Harris County.

On July 12, 1847 the board was reduced to four members without precinct numbers assigned.

After 1880 elections for county judges took place in November
of even-numbered years.


