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¥ GIRLS SCHOOL

- MAKING OSEFUL LNES

MONEY SPENT BY TAXPAYERS FOR THiS INSTITU-" |
TION IS MORE'THAN REFAID—DESPITE OVER-
CROWDING, INMATES ARE GETTING SOME GGOD
INSTRUCTION IN ALL BRANCHES.

Fifty-five pupils—ranging in age
from 6 to 18——are attending the
Harris-co School for Girls at Bel-

laitpss Ahey- et breskiast, COORed;SOOO articles last year. They make

by themselves, at 6:45 each -morn-

ing, and retire between 8 and 9
p. m. every night in rooms and

beds well-kept by their own|

hands.

These girls are preparing them-
selves to become teachers in the
public schools, to pursue higher
education when they leaye this
school, to nurse its sick, to follow
the trade of dress-making and
millinery, to be stenographers and
bookkeepers, to become adopted
daughters in good homes, to enter
various commercial lines of en-
deavor and to become competent
as clerks. Some, of course, will
go back to the homes from whence
they came. And a little later in
life when they become wives they
will be useful.wives—wives with
training.

{4 Costs $9000.

To  maintain t'/!}e school this
year {Ha.rris—co will spend $9000.
And Harris-co will get more value
received for this money, it is safe
to say, than for $50,000 the coun-
ty will spend for anything else.

Misses Ethel Claxton and Mary
. Burnett, superintendent and'
assistant superintendent of the
school, are two women who have
put every other interest from their,
lives and are devoting all to these

girls. With all the care that a!

mother would look after her own
daughters, these trained and ex-
perienced teachers are guiding
the destinies of these half hun-
dred girls. They are making over
their lives and inspiring them
with the beauty of better things
and training them for true wom-
anhood.
They’ ve Suffered,

Some of the girls have been
under-fed when they enter; some
have been harshly treated and
cuffed about; some have never
known a mother’s love; som« have
felt the heavy blows from drunk-
en fathers; and sadly scme have
been victims of the serpent, but—

Whatever trials they might
have known, their troubles are
buried when they enter this haven
of rescue and wholesome atmos-
phere. Every one wears a happy
smile; eacp has the blush of
health in her cheeks; each is vig-
orous and vivacious; each is kind
and obedient. AND THE SE-
CRET OF IT IS THAT EACH IS
BUSY EVERY MINUTE OF THE
DAY.

They go to school The first.
second, third, fifth, sixth and sev-
enth grade subjects are taught.
#iss Nath’alie Hoffman teaches all
the grades, except the subjects of
English and arithmetic, which ar

taught' by Miss Claxton.

There are two sewing classes a
day, one in the morning and one
‘in the evening. The girls made

their own dresses, gowns, aprons
‘and everything they wear, Not a

T

girl in the school could sew when
she entered.
Laundry Work. .

Mrs. Flora Cresley, nhead of do- !
mestic science, says it is honor-
able to wash clothes if the work
is done right. All the girls are
learning to do it that way. Wash-
days are Monday, Tuesday, Wed-
nesday and Thursday each week.
The girls do all the washing. Six

morning of these days and six
each afternoon. + No girl spends
more than two mornings or aft-
ernoons a week in the wash
house. - =
The most interesting work is in
the kitchen—where girls learn to
cook. Miss Ruth Hallquist is di-
recting these classes.  Bach girl
spends part of her time preparlnol
food for the others, :
Bake Own Bread.
Bread-making is one of the arts
taught. According to a well-
planned system, each girl spends
a week in her turn baking bread.
She makes about 50 loaves a day.|
To win the affection of her fellow-
,girls, she must do it right, as they
ihave to eat her bread. If by the
end of the week her bread is as
good as ‘“mother used to make,”
!she is relieved or the task. But
if it isn’t, she has to continue the
work till the bread is good. |
Dr. Elva A. Wright visits the‘
school once a week and is phy-
sician to all the girls. The coun-|
ty pays her $50 a month. Before
this salary was started, she at-
tended the girls nearly a year|
free... The teachers say her serv-,
ices are indispensible, !
l

Hygiene.

Mlss Hoffman, besides teaching]
most -of the classes, finds time to!
take the girls thru gymnastic!
exercises and direct their ath-|
letics. . ' '

Some of the girls are apt at
music. '_1‘wenty—.ﬁve of them have
entered a music class and Miss
Mona Love, a music teacher, visits|
the school twice a week to in-
struct them. $She gives her serv-
ices free. :

Misses Claxton and Burnett say
another cottage, the same size as’
the present one, should be built.!
The present home was built for
25 girls. That number is exceed-

The class room is used tbr dini
an;i sewing and the - halls hav
b é Tm

ed by 30. Every available sleep-|
ing space is taken up, and the |
sleeping porch must be used by,
20 girls even on the coldest days.|

are given lessons in this art each| -




- The Harris County $School for Girls,

Bellaire, gave one of the most enjoyable

entertainments which I have attended re-
cently,” said George N. Torrey, referring
to the Halloween entertainment given by
the .girls. at the school Saturday night,
October 30,

“The. girls did all of the work, and
‘made all of the preparations for the
entertainment and the affair was carried
out in a manner creditable to the school,
Tovery one took some part in the prepa-
rations. They made the masks, the paper
festoons and other ornaments.

“The building was decorated in an ar-
tistic manner and in keeping with the oc-
casion. Witches, ghosts, fortune tellers
and an interesting program entertained
the visitors. °

“The announcements were made by a
‘yvoung lady dressed as a witch, who acted
as a  director of the program. One of
the features of’ the occasion was a bon-
net dance rendered by a score of the
girls. They wore their bonnets on back-
ward, and were dressed so that it’ was
‘hard to tell whether they were going
jor coming  Hach girl had a number,
‘and the object was to guess as many
‘of their names as possible.
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ol for Girls Celebrated
N Novel Entertainment Was Staged—Girls

‘Made Own Witch Costumes and Decorations%

v

fun. It was made up of four pieces, tin
flute, comb and paper, rattle and drum.,

The guests were able to recognize the
songs played by the musicians. One of
them was ‘Dixie.' "’

Mr, Torrey was enthusiastic about the
splendid manner in. which the events of
the entire evening had been planned and
executed by the girls.

Dancing was enjoyed bil visitors and
the young ladies of the Harris County
School for Girls., A Victrola furnished
the music. Mr. Torrey stated that df
any one thinks the girls neglect their
social accomplishments on account of the
work at the school which is - done ex-
clusively by the girls who live there, the
person so imagining is in error.

“A part of the evening was spent on
the grounds of the school, the guests and
pupils. following the witch outside when
she announced this portion of the pro-
gram,’’ said Mr. Torrey.

MUCH ACCOMPLISHED:
BY THE SCHOOL.

“Too much cah not be said in praise
of the things which have been accom-
plished by the school since it was estab-
lished.” he said. ‘The first anniversary
was celebrated on September 17, last. The
girls worked all d preparing an en-

F
'STRINGED INSTRUMENTS,

tertainment for that occasion.
compositions

and recitations was given. Miss Claxton
the superintendent, told of the progress
which had beep made since the opening.
night, when only three girls spent the
night in the 'school. Ennis Cargill also®
addressed those present.” . -

Mr. Torrey showed a topy of the
Monthly ‘Review, published by the girls
of the Harris County School for Girls,
Since everything abqut the magazine is
done by hand only two copies are made.

It 'is bound 'in a blue cover and is
about the_ size of Life. The front cover
contains a hand painted picture of the|
school building done in brown, green and
white on the blue paper in a-square. The
dating is under the square in large, even
letters of black.

Twenty-eight pages of neatly typed
matter form the rest of the magazine.
Heads of departments carry illustrations
appropriate to' the subject.

The departments and editors are Lit-
erary - Department, Bthics, THelma;
School *Notes, Nelfie; Our First Anniver-
sary, Lottie; Good Reading, Frances;
Current, Bvents Lottie; Yard Notes Grace;
Mousehold Notes, Cooking, Mary; Laun-
dry, Lola; Cleaning, Stella; Sewing, Vio-
lJa; Council of Farm Women, Murl; Re-
ligious Notes, Florence; Story of Job,
Florence; Student Government Notes, I2u--
nice; Recreation Notes, Rose; Your Per-
sonality, Thelma; Amusing Incidents,
contributed; drawings by Kunice.

.f “The orchestra was another part of the

ON GIRLS’ SC.HOOL

Members of the visiting: committee

the Hastern Star, who inspected the

| Harris County Home for Girls at Bel-

i laire last week, have written out the
following report: ;

-There is hardly a woman in Houston
wxx:ose heart would not thrilj were she
to take a giimpse into the county
school for girls, just outside of Hous-
ton. There ig not a woman, with a
‘normal heart, who would not be glad
‘there is such a home, and being thus
interested, there would no longer be
need of our soliciting aid or having to
ask the county commissioners to bear

much needed hall.

The home belongs to no clique or
organization.
ple of Harris County.

ty, and being indorsed by them, its
foundation would be so firmly estab-

sured of its sheltering arms forever.
Schools for boys are common and are
always heartily supported. Is it possi-
ble that our girls need less attention?
‘What about the coming wives of these
boys? Do ey need less care and,
training to place them in fit condition
for motherhood than the boys need
to make them honest citizens? We
think not, and a heart to heart in-
sight into their lives and every day du-

SeA 'pl,rogra.m of spee?hes,
VISITORS REPORT

of Houston Chapter, No. 385, Order of

our girls in mind and give them a|

It belongs to the peo- \
1 It should be
visited by the citizens of Harris Coun- |

lished = that the girls would be as-|

ties and pastimes would convince one

)

\

who is in the least doubt. ;

There are fifty-seven healthy, nor-
|l mal young girls in our home now.
! They range from 7 to 18 years of age.
| There are five trained workers, in-
cluding Miss Claxton, the superintend-|
ent, who have to deal with these fifty-
seven distinct dispositions and mould

most cases, have never been given a
chance. They - have not had the
wholesome ‘atmosphere of a real hom

and lacking proper guidance and en-
| vironments. they have made mistakes.
They are sent to Miss Claxton, through
the courts to be corrected and guided
into the right path. It takes a few

for a

Tt usually takes about three years
girl to “graduate” from the
/ Then she is placed in
a good home or in a good position and
is watched over by her former foster-
 parents. Within three months after

county school.

| them into healthy models of young| iy, : ST
! | these girls are taught self-government
_American womanhood. The giris, in| first of all. They"arlel' then put on their.

l

she enters the home if she is faithful
she ig taken into *‘The Circle,” for

honor and when. the mayor and her
staff think a girl is ready to hold an/
office they vote on her and she is

vig

‘elected or rejected. They make out
their own reports and Miss Claxton
isa'gs she can usually tell what kind of

days, of course, for a girl to adjust
herself to the changes which con-
| front her. But after a few months of’
companionship with her teachers and
fellow students seldom would she con-
gent to return to her former home. Is
she happy? Ask her. Or, better still,
look into her smiling face and watch
the twinkle in her bright eyes! vk,
Lack of harmony in most families
can be traced fo lack in order—ignor-
ance on the mother’s part as to how to
perform the’ simple duties of house-
keeping. As Mayor Campbell so ably
put It, in his address to the house-
: Beach Auditorium lately:

g /i 3 A}
a report a girl is going to give of her-
self by the expression on her face. ‘

‘Their home is kept in perfect order.
Their bheds are immaculately clean and
most artistically spread and tucked in;
their dressing tables show distinct in-
dividualities in their arrangements of
toilet articles. The piano is seldom
silent, for some twenty of them are
music pupils; the typewriter is not:
only used for those in the commercial
class, but on it the girls edit a month-
1y magazine which is a model in'neat-
ness and originality. The lower classes
attend school in the mornings, while
the older girls perform their dutie!

or | and in the afternoon the higher cla.,s@g'els}
| are in session and the little ones have
: r 8

ple;

| School for Girls, under the teach-

| tractively

e
Sl
2-PIANO RECITAL
AT GIRLS SCHOOL

A0 |

Last evening at 8 o'clock the
music class of the Harris County !

ing of Miss Mona Love, gave a two-
piano [recital, marking the close of
its scason of study. The event was
enjoyed by the school and a large
party of visitors from Tlouston and
the neighborhood of Bellaire.

The program, as announced by at-
degorated - and lettered
cards, made by the girls included
the ‘‘Berceuse,”” from Jocelyn, in six
hands; Schumann’s “Melody,” in|
eight; Second Valse, Godard; =olo,
Reinecke’s “‘GGondoliera,”” in four
hands; ‘‘Seremade,” by ‘Whelpley,
four hands, and a chorus of voices,
“Titlle Gray Home in the ‘West.”

The progress, as evidenced by this
? ]

musicale, hag really been marvelous,
and speaks volumes for the effortS
of the teacher as well as for the
verseverance and ability of the
pupils.

Their progress in ensemble play-
ing was especially remarkable, as
they have had but one piano to prac-
tice on except at such times as
they could avail themselves of the
hospitality of one of the music
houses in town for a few hours'
work together. This offers a splen-
did occasion for someone’s gener-
 osity—the presentation of a second
piano to the school. y

Miss Love has devoted herself
with energy and patience to this |
service, and by her hard. work has
succeeded in opening up the treas- !
|ures of the musical world ‘to girls |
who have never had the opportunity |
to know its true beauties, in giving
them valuable training and the in-|
centive to further study, and in

" lwinnlng their gratitude and personal

devotion.

The extra piano for the evening’s'
program was supplied by the Oliver
mugic store.
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To The Post. 7

Many people of Houston aré not aware
that, under the véry‘ wings of our city,
is'a county home for girls. The crying
need of such a home is readily appreci-
ated when we know that it is sheltering,
| training and schooling some 57 girls to-
| day. Healthy,
made capable of managing homes of their
{own or Lolding their own in the business

.| world. g J
Through the benevolence of the coun-

|ty commissioners the home was built in
1914 and is now being maintained. Miss
Claxton, the matron, is one of the most
" efficient social workers in the field, and
she has four trained helpers under her.
While their' undivided attention and
‘guidance are given the girls, they are
hindered from having their needed rest
and getting best results on account of the
crowded condifion. The school is keep-
ing bver 25 girls above its planned capac-
ity and, nuturally, their greatest need is
‘a new building. A

‘Were one a bit pessimistic about the

- good of this work, he needs but to visit

/

B

the home, iook into the girls’ happy faces,
glance back into their past unhappy and
unwholesome  surroundings, peep into

their orderly rocms or closets (now being:

‘used for dressing rooms), watch them at
- play, and ask himself the question, ‘Is it

- worth while?"

| _Take an {llustration from our homes,
With all the watchful care and attention
we give our children we occaslonally see

.one who is an apparent failure, Do what
we will, he refuses to accept his mother's
helping hand and finally brings shame

rosy, active girls being

into her life. Is he worth saving? Would | :

the saving of 57 (and we could say 100 |
most likely if we could accommodate so
many) such little ones be worth while?
They are not bad girls; indeed, consider-
ing their past environrhents, many of!
them awe cxceptionally good. They have
made mistakes, but in many cases their
parents back of them could have been
lifted up and placed on a surer founda-’
tion had thcy had the opportunities their
children are enjoying today. i

As we all know, ‘one of the main duties | ;

of young womanhood is to become fit|
rulers of homes; fit mothers to produce fit
citizens. To Le this 'she must know how
to rule over a home from the kitchen to
the upbuilding of character in her off-

spring. _She is being fitted to do all this

in our Bzllaare home.

‘What is worth doing is worth ‘doing
well, and it is to be hoped that our coun-
ty commissionerc will see and feel the
need of giving us another hall for the
girls. They now have five acres of land
and it is their delight to get out of doors

on these lovely, balmy days and till the : )

ground and plant seed, as we see so many.
of our housewives doing in town.- They.
delight in baseball and all out of door
games—iust like every other girl—and are

not placed in the home to earn money for

their maintenance and so kept constantly
at the tub or ironing boa.rc?; they have
only their own home to keep in order,
their own clothes to mend and launder

and thle‘?' )wn meals to prepare, each
T

taking turn, and thus she leaves the
home a capabic housewife or fitted for !
other dutie: ;bin life.
o phas o e
s phases an orough
education ,a&e sr’)lme of the
enjoy. (3o see the girls.
P Mrs, L. Buchanan, |
Mrs, E.
Mrl:s' 'f;'; JB.‘HYVlﬂkle)a.
AN 8. T. J, Hielscher,
Visiting Committoe Houston Chapter No.
985, Ovder Eastern Star, D or ot

ublic school
enefits they

Fots

|35

Wditor Houston Press:

Knowing the spirit of fairness|who is apparently engaged in try-
 which has always characterized ing to help girls should be guilty
1your paper’s policies, I am surefof a statement whicp is

‘astonishing fo me that a woman|

untrue

| you will be glad to correct as farjand which would stigmatize as im-
5&8 may be a rank injustice done|{moral a lot of girls who are not. Bt

'the girls of the Harris-co School|Very few of the girlg. sent to the!

for Girls by a statement appearing|school have been guilty of im-

£%m your paper
| Berly.

 home, the qualification is

She makes the statement|victims of immoral
that this school is for girls wholwant to protest most
~ “go wrong’’; that “to enter thatjagainst such ignorant slander of
they {many young girls whose only mis-

.~ must have made a misstep.” It is|fortune is that they have “never

eredited to Mrs.|moral conduct, or have been thel

conduct.. I
earnestly

\

. have set for it—a service of heart|

. land brain that no money could

buy.

. ianity could half understand
the mighty conservation and con--i‘

fortunes whicy, will overtake them

And, if people generally under-

Deen guilty of no wrong and who

good, useful citizens of them-
selves

If"all thé"good people of the
4 v interested in the _Wel_ia.reé- b

o
2

Istructive work going on so quietly,\
in this home and school, there
‘lwould be no further waiting for
much needed ‘additional room in |
which to save moré girls from mis-

unless they, can “have a cha'nd'e‘."i- :

stood, they would resent, as‘I do,
this general chgrge of qung;do,-,"(:"_.r
ing against a lot of girls who have!} :

Sl
~ lare working so happily to mak_ef,-

BENIGNA G, KALB.

=1had a chance.” :‘
Those splendid women in
charge of that school have con-
~ ltended vigorously fro\n the begin-
|ning that girls tending in the di-
|rection of wrong-doing,. those
without proper homes or home

ages of this home

%

|tnis policy has been increasingly
|adopted by those having in charge
the commitment of these girls.
| Most
‘{{ime in their lives have a really
happy, comfortable home life a_ndj
~opportunity for training in all the
ineedful branches, as well as reg-

~ |derful to have had the privilege
las I have had from the beginning

surrounds them.

which the
tions were provided and an inade-
quate force of instructors has call-
ed for service from those in

| ON
~ Women Who Visited Training School fof Girls De-ér

Q\\(’lighted at Efficient Manner in Wihch It Is Con- .
&&& “ducted—Badly in Need of New Building.

influence, be® given the advant-
and training
\BEFORE evil befalls them, and

f these girls for the ﬂ’rst-,'f

ular school work, and it is won-

|to watch their quick response tqil 08
the loving interest and care which

Double the number of girls fori" '
present accommoda-

Music, typewriting, |
ning, domestic science in all

" Girlg’ Schoo! Welcomes Girls |
rﬁg/é\Whgﬂave No Real Homes |
\l .
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TEN GRLS
GIVEN DIPLOMAS

; : |First Commencement of County
Girls” School Held Tuesday.

 HG

| Superintendent Horn Highly Com-
mended Work Done by Young
0 ‘.,;1/ Women in Four

\‘»\‘ // Months,

The first commencement of the Harris
county school for girls was held Tues-
day evening, there being an attendance
of about 200 of the friends of the young
ladies.

) / ,The class of 18 girls has completed

within four months the work usually as-
3 105 si%ned to the seventh grade of the city
schools to accomplish in nine months;

and that they did their work thoroughly

was attested by Superintendent Horn,

who examined their papers and awarded

each of them a diploma. :

The- graduating class recited the thir

teenth chapter of First' Corinthians,

X “which was followed with an invocation
y by Rev, Dr. Sparkman, a majority of the
members of the class being members of
his church. d

A song by the school followed and then
there was an essay, ‘‘The Value of an
Education.”” A piano duet preceded
| “Psalm of History,”” a clever bit of verse
which brought forth appreciative laugh-
ter and applause. Half a dozen of the
smaller children recited ‘‘The Bumble-
bees” to appreciative listeners.

The class history showed that the girls
came from five States and from many
ytowns in_ Texas. The class poem gvas
; cleverly done,
. : delivery. A piano solo by the leading

T student in music was followed by a class

prorhecy which placed each girl in a
position to which her ambition leads her;
there were artists and trained nurses,
editors and teachers, a couple of farmers
land a surgeon, and the apt ‘‘hits’” made
| brought smiles from those acquainted

ELLWRINE >
v

both in composition and!

I

ladies.

=

A B o % ; {3
‘made. The wreath drill, executed by the
graduating class, was mo mfra.cefully ;
done and evidenced careful training.
Professor Horn was introduced by En
nis Cargill and made a brief address, in
which he pointed out to the girls the ! . ' e
good things which may result from high = 3 ;s
resolve and rightful ambition, carefully
coached. Mr. Horn paid high compli-
ment_to the excellence of the school and
attesfed that the girls had every incen-
tive to do their work well. He advised
them to hold to their ambition and to: ‘ i v‘
resolve to give the school a good fame, 1 ! \
for all schools must depend upon their / R
product in scholars for their reputation. { g #x |

DIPLOMAS PRESENTED '
BY JUDGE WARD. . .

The diplomas were presented by Judge

Ward, who was most happy in his talk '
to the girls. He told them how proud
he is of the institution and how grateful
he is that the efforts of the county are :
appreciated. He foresaw that the care : |
which has been taken with the school will | ¥
redound manifold to the good of Harris
county in making good and useful citi-
zens of the girls.

As the diplomas were presented each
young lady was given a handsome bou-
quet by Mrs. Henry Cohen and Mrs. An-
dral Vann, representing the Eastern Star
The ladies of Tuam Avenue Bap-
tist church had also remembered the

irls and there was a bunch of daisies
or eacn of them.

Harry T. Warner presented the ro-
ficiency” medal, which had been given
by Jake Sam, a handsome golden book
pendant from a bar, which bore the word
“Proficiency.” It was explained that
the medal was controlled not alone by |
studies in the class work, but general
g_roticiency in all the work of the school.,

he recipient made the most eloguent -
response that could be made. She spoke
not more than four words, then looked !
at her friends and fled continently to
the arms of Miss Claxton. There was no
need for telling just how much she ap-
preciated that token for it was evident.

‘Mrs. W. Bains and Mrs. Max Taub
presented each of the graduates with a
small gold medal engraved with their
initials, a token of the esteem in which
they are held by the board of control ‘ §
and the desire to impress upon them that . Y
there is reward for real endeavor. : : S

—

A : : 3 il

'wlth the giris to whom reference was|

L = LBl

“Hundreds ot girls in Housten
are working for starvation wages
iHow they live, I don’t know. One
'Mhing [ do know,
rome where they can live within
their \‘}ages. This' means they
leannot afford to pay more than
$12--a
'When unemployed, they must be]

iwork.”

Trankie Berly Home for W

‘Women, 1207 Milam-st.
¢ ‘boarding girls for $12 a month
and is ’keepmg"a number of them
free.
own money to do. if.
““Many peonle wonder
homeless girl getting. $3 to. $5 a

s and $6, to say
: clothes, car fare,
numerous . other

' i : : *  'must have,” says Mrs. Berly.
i
‘know that any individua
er is to blame. I am going
'give everybody ‘a chance
= 5 =

|To Saverrls Before They Go k. el
Wrong Is This Home’s Purpose|

these girls.
opened can be financed without
working a hardship on any one
pe{;son, it enbugh small ‘subsq’r‘ip-;
tl}ey nacd Aitions can be
imonthly. ‘
willing to contribute 50 cents: OF [T )
$1 a month to this cause to call .
month:  ‘when ,workmg.lme by ‘phone, Capitol 1341. ' .
“The home also needs furni- il : | (

supported free till they can ﬂnditure.
dressers,

This statement was made todaylsqnares or carpe
by Mrs, J. ¥, Beriy, matron of tlm:three rooms, cur !
ot'king'flf persons wishing to contribute.
She isithcse
&
1

She has been spending her solve the working girl pro

|But it will help a lot of girls. The
how a county has a home and school;for
igh‘ls who go
week lives when board costs $5 that home, :
mnothing \aboutithcy must have made a misstep.
" laundry and|Any of the nice girls who will be!
things .a girl helped in my home could have the,
Iad
“Wages are low, and 1 "don’t by doing wrons.
1 empiloy-is best to save them before they
toinre
to help;school.”.-

{
-

The home I have

3 ? O

obtained, payable _ i
I want anyone who is! |

Particulariy, it needs two
two wash stands, art » =l AN
ts or matting for . gt
tains and chairs. i

‘articles will notify me by - '
\one, I will send for them.

“I don’t sbyth:s one home will
blem.

>~

wrong. To_enter,
the qualification is\|

vantage of the county’s home
But I think it

for  the

qualified vcounty‘




GRIS SCHOOL AT

BELLAIRE GROWS

With Room for 25 There
Are Now 55 in Building
and Addition Is Needed
to Care for Growth.

So many pupils have been placed
in the Harris County School for Girls

another cottage, adjoining the present
home, is believed by county officials

was built to accommodate 25 girls.
Today there are 56 attending the in-
stitution. Even in the coldest weath-
er at least 20 girls must use the
sleeping porch. : 3
Owing to a lack of funds and plans
of economy the additional cottage may
not be built until next fall. It is be-
lieved almost certain, however, that

budget to be adopted August 1

A trip to the home will convince the
most skeptical that Harris County is
accomplishing a great social work. It
is the only home of its kind in the

state. Both County Judge Ward and
the county commissioners have shown
a great interest in the institution since
its inception,

o o o

Roses Come Quick to Cheeks. s

Girls enter the home with sallow
cheeks, dim eyes and downcast faces.

Perhaps it has been years since they
knew a mother's love. They are hail-
ed before the juvenile court for some
indiscretion. They are ‘‘sentenced” t
the Bellaire institution. }

Their past is left behind them when |

they arive at the home. From early
until late they are busy.” Work and
play occupy every minute of the day.
Trials and tribulations become only
a shadow of the past.
_ Visit them today and you find each
‘with a happy smile. They are full of
vim, vigor and vitality. Under the
capable direction of Misses HEthel
Claxtbn, superintendent, and Mary E.
Burnett, assistant superintendent, the
girls are prepared for the outside
world. : 4

They leave the school after a few
years, ready to become dressmakers,
milliners, stenographers, bookkeepers
and, perhaps, home makers.

o O O 3

Learn Useful Things. .

The girls are taught everything{

from readin’, writin’ and ’rithmetic |
to sewing, baking and hygiene. Miss |
Nathalie Hoffman teaches seven!
grades with'the exception of English
and arithmetic, which are taught by
Miss Claxton. {

Sewing was unknown to the girls|
when they entered the school. But|
they made 3000 articles last year.
There are two sewing classes, one in
the morning and another in the even-
ing. . Y
Learning to cook is, perhaps, the
most interesting work. Miss ~Ruth
Hallquist is ip charge. And no girl
shirks her ¢° _ on wash day, either.
Mrs. Flora . Osley is head of the do-
mestic science department.

Hygiene' is taught by Miss Hoff-
man. She also finds time to ‘put the
girls through gymnastic ‘exerciges.
Miss Mona Love, music teacher, visits
the school twice a week. A musio
class composed of 25 girls has been
organized.~ \

\

o o o
Woman Doctor Attends.

As physician for the girls, Dr. Elva
A. Wright, visits the school once a
week. She is paid $§50 a month by
the county.

In their economy program the
county commissioners have recom-
mended to the citizens’' investigating
committee that Mrs. Wright be drop-
ped from the payroll.  They say the
county physician should do the work.
The teachers at the school, say her
services are indispensable.

The school is costing the county |

BEYOND CAPACITY

at Bellaire that the construction of |

to be absolutely necessary. The home !

provision will be made in the county :

$9000 a year.

% 3 of 1 68_1{1_,,_113 ey oy
" very ‘@greeably surprised at condi-
Itions found at the Girls' School, out -
beyond Bellaire. They were shown
through the institution by Miss
' Ethel Claxton, the superintendent,
and her assistants, Miss Mary E.
. Burnett, Mrs. Flora Crossley, Miss
Ruth Holquist and Miss Natalie
Hoffman. The home was built to
accommodate 25 girls, but there are
now 656 girls in the school, ranging
in ages from 7 to 18 years. The
cost of maintaining the school, in-
cluding all overhead expenses, sal-
aries and other items of cost, aver-
ages $17 per month per capita.

The members of the grand jury
exhibited keen interest in the ex-
planations made as to how the home'
is conducted, Tt was regarded as a
model institution. Owing to the
crowded conditions, the day is di-
vided so that the elasses that are
in school in the mornings are en-
gaged in domestic science work in
the afternoon. . A students’ circle is
maintained. = A house committee, |
an entertainment committee and a
committee on punishment for in-
fractions of the rules of the insti-

tution. §
: o o o

. Girls Do All the Work,

The girls in the institution are
taught to.do everything connected
with home work. They make their
‘own clothes. They keep the build-
ing clean, make their own beds, do
washing, ironing and mending, at-
tend all the classes and have time
for reading and music. The work
is divided so that each child puts
in an equal amount of time in each
. department. ; !
.~ The merit system is established

. and each child is put on her honor

to report her own infraction of
rules, The first instance of a child
failing to report a violation is yet to

; ~he noted, so perfectly has this sys- |

~‘em worked. A )

: o oo A

New Building Needed. ]
‘Those 'in charge of the home are |

much interested in the proposition I

for a new building., It ijs hoped to i

~ secure a new fireproof building |

. Which would cost not less than f
$385,000 and other improvements ag-
gregating about §15,000. It will be

‘‘necessary to secure these new im-
provements if the school is to be in

- a position to meet the growing de- -
mands made upon it. It is contend-

+ ed that the school represents the
~difference between ‘‘a chance!” andr
“no chance” for the young girl who
is starting out in life and the coun-
ty ¢an not afford to stint its activi-
ties in this connection: i

There are 556 girls in the school.
There has never been a serious case -
of sickness in the institution. More
than half of the girls are from the
City of Houston, yet the county
bears the expense of the entire
work, The management alse hopes

. to be able to put into- cultivation a
portion of the 40 acres of ground
surrounding the school. ¢ ;

. AN NN

!
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BURKEY ON CONTROL BOARD

COUNTY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
S

e R G

\

ur, K. J7 Burkey.

Dr. F. J. Burkey hasteen selcctle]?elg)'
ounty Judge Chesder Bryan as a -|
ger ol') the bgourd of control of the Hm'rls::
County School for Girls to succeed Harry|
T. Warner, whose resignation was sub-‘
mitted Saturday. Dr. Burkey is well
| known as a social worker in Houston and
 was selected as the first director of the
Houston foundation upon its organization.
He served in that capa%ty for some time.
He is the almoner for the masonic lodges

of Houston.




Q{i’ GIVEN DIPLOMAS
Sl o) .Fir:? Commencement ;f County
| Girls’ School Held Tuesday.

Superintendent Horn Highly Com-
mended Work Done by Young

: | Women in Four

‘ Months.

The first commencement of the Harris
county school for girls was held Tues-
: { day evening, there being an attendance
; : of about 200 of the friends of the young
ladies. ) :

The class of 18 girls has completed

within four months the work usually as-
gsigned to the seventh grade of the city
schools to accomplish in nine months;
¥ . A and that they did their work thoroughly

- |was attested by Superintendent Horn
g : | who examined their papers and awarde
each of them a diploma.

The graduating class recited the thir-
teenth ~chapter of First Corinthians,
e ; which was followed with an Invocation

) by Rev, Dr. Sgarkman. a majority of the
members of the clags being members o
his church.. y

A song by the school followed and then
- |there was an essay, ‘‘The Value of an
lgducation." - A piano duet preceded
3 “Psalm of History,”’ a clever bit of verse

| which brought forth appreciative laugh-

) ter and applause. Half a dozen of the
smaller children recited ‘“The Bumble-
bees” to appreciative listeners.

The class history showed that the girls
3 came from five States and from many

|towns in Texas. The class poem ., was
y ' cleverly done, both in composition and
y ¢ delivery. A piano solo by the leading
¢ student in music was followed by a class
prophecy which placed each girl in a
position to which her ambition leads her;

v & editors and teachers, a couple of farmers
and a surgeon, and the apt ‘“hits’” made
brought smiles from those acquainted

] grad\‘mt,lng class,

there were artists and trained nurses, |

';wlth the girls to whom reference was

| [HOUSTONSSINGER |
“GHARMING RECITAL

Mary Carson Sang to Girls at the

N N

- D,’*u County School.
&/ ;
Prima Donna Delighted Select Au-
dience With Varied Program
Which Was Enjoyed to
the Utmost.

1 Houston’s prima donna, Mary Carson,

- . | gave a recital Monday evening at the
| Harris county school for girls, and though

' ‘Miss Carson has sung in Milan, Paris,

itals, gnd has delighted audiences in the |
opera houses /of - Boston and New York
and throughout the United States, it is|
certain that she has never had a more.
y ap'Freciative audience. !
he young ladies of the school appre-
ciate good singing, and they know good
singing, and
upon the petite soprano when she had
concluded her evening’'s program and gave |
hes flowers. The girls have had oppor-
tunities to hear some famous singers in
Houston; but Miss Carson is the first
of the great ones to honor them with a
recital that was their very own. And,

¢ | Berlin and other European musical cap-

they heaped compliments |'

made. The wreath drill, execgtgd by the
was most gracefully
one and evidenced careful training. |
Professor Horn was introduced by En-
nis Cargill and made a brief address, in
which he pointed out to the girls the « E e 1o
‘good things which may result from high Ay ) v TR
resolve and rightful ambition, carefully T | RSN '
coached. Mr. Horn paid high compli- X 4
ment to the-excellence of the school and 4
attested that the girls had every incen=
tive to do their work well. He advised
them to hold to their ambition and to
resolve to gite the school a good fame, % \
for all schools must depend upon their \
product in scholars for their reputation. ) 3

DIPLOMAS PRESENTED
BY JUDGE WARD.

The diplomas were presented by Judge

Ward, who was most happy in his talk @
to the girls. He told them how proud
he is of the institution and how grateful
he is that the efforts of the county are
appreciated. He foresaw that the care
which has been taken with the school will
redound manifold to the good of Harris | ) \ :
county in making good and useful citi- - 1 A
zens, of, the - girls.. I & 5 \
As the diplomas were presented each
young lady was given a handsome bou-
quet. by Mrs. Henry -Cohen and Mrs. An- = (
dral Vann, representing the Eastern Star |
ladies. The ladies of Tuam Avenue Bap- | : N
tist church had also remembered tne

irls and there was a bunch of daisies

or eacn of them. FegR )

Harry T. Warner presented the '‘pro- ° ; R
ficiency” medal, which had been given
by Jake Sam, a handsome golden book | 1
pendant from a bar, which bore the word -
“Proficiency.” It was explained that
the medal was controlled .not alone by ' y
studies in the class work, but general . LA
proficiency in/all the work of the school. : . k05 e
The recipient made the most eloquent i
response that could be made. She spoke i 5
not more than four words, then looked 2 &
at her friends and fled continently to ! ¢
the arms of Miss Claxton. There was no ? i
need for telling just how much she ap- 3 PR
preciated that token for it was evident. .

rs. W. W. Bains and Mrs. Max Taub - ’ {

presénted each of the graduates with a \
small gold medal engraved with their N ;
initials, a token of the esteem in which = Y d
they are held by the board of control :
and the desire to impress upon them that | - 3 IS
there is reward for real endeavor. i b

7

%

A lﬁ-year-old girl who has been illegal. JWhen the
) : iday mo

f court fight, be-[case was called Fri

e s the juvenile-ct authorities

tween her mother and juvenile- they had no. evidence ready

Harris-co Girls’ School
morning by District Judge Ashe.
A chzirge of dependency had been
!ﬁled against her by Mrs. J. C.
‘Love, probation officer.

The attorney who represented
the mother, Guy Graham, had

mother.

who took part in the
ceedings, was not in
room Friday morning.

\juvenile-ct iproceedings commit-

_ting the girl to the school were done.

7L

Judge Rules Mother May .
v, Have Custody of Daughte'ri;

dependency i

ctggHlelals Was released from thej,. .~ jnagmuch as the original pro-
Friday[ceedings had been months ago. &
Judge Ashe then announced he 3 "
would give the girl back to her = =

Sewall Myer, county attorney,
first pro-
the court!;
He said

i t the i
previously won a decision that t o iian't kmow . jush.. what wasil

f Vg ct ‘ ":

rning,
Qaid _
to of-

)

after the singer had concluded her pro-| N %
.gram she held a levee for half an hour
. with an interested group about her. s
Aldredge Kidd was the accompanist, |
and every Houstonian knows that he ‘i. <
| a wonderful pianist.
; Miss Carson sang in her sweet voice
. |the aria from :‘Butterfly,” “The Little
| Grey Home in the West,” a couple of N R 3
Italian songs and a lullaby and a waltz . g )
song with thrills that thrilled. f y SRR
She has sung in La Scala and other)
famous auditoriums, but last night she
sang under the sky with the moon as an r
illuminant, her first appearance in the . v £y
‘open air, 4 \ :




for is by all odds the county’s most

" leading normal home lives; where

| to useful lives.

V “i ”‘ In Human Souls

BY ELIZABETH KALB.

. At the gates of this city stands

a litile home where one of the
greatest works of the state is be-
ing carried on, It belongs to the
county, and it with all it stands

priceless possession. Yet  how
many of the people of Houston
know of its existence, or knowing
vaguely, realize a tenth of its true
meaning or its value?
. Here in this cottage on the prai-
rie 60 young girls are being given
their first chance in life—their
first square chance to become use-
ful and happy gnembers of society.
The place is known officially as
the Harris County Training Scheol
for Girls at Bellaire. It has been
called variously by peopie who do .
not known—reform school, school
for delinquents, industrial school
—it is none of these; it is a home
—not spelled with a capital letter,
either. i

It is & home where 60 girls are

each is busy with domestic duties,
gardening, healthy fun, outdoor
play, studies, and all the countless
little arts and opportunities and
accomplishinents that any girl in
a well-ordered home knows day
by day. But the difference is that
to most of these girls all this is
new—all this kindly interest, this
home atmosphere, these opportu-
nities to do and be. A new world
is opening up to them—a world
filled with more things than they
have ever dreamed of in their
hemmed-in little lives. Fingers are
becoming deft in unguessed arts,
minds are being stored with un-
dreamed of riches, and best of all,
both mental and moral visions are
broadening amazingly, and ambi-
tion is finding a place in their for-
merly dwarfed perspectives.:

And for those who are thus
awakening there has come realiza-
tion of all that these opportunities
may mean to them, and a passion-
ate gratitude, far in excess of what
is just, .for. that which should in
reality be theirs by right. As a
result it is both beautiful and
pitiful to see the spirit manifested
here of love and loyalty for their

of Salvage - Ny

y
!

, thousand and three things. The
. thousand will have to be reserved
for another time, but here are the
~ three:

The duty toward self, the dutr
of themselves toward others, and
the duty of cvthers toward them—
all unknown laws. And they have
been trying to help instil these
fundamental things by teaching
the privilege of privacy, another
thing unknown. But for over a
yvear, as the family grew, this lat-

difficult matter.
to accommodate 24 girls 60 are
now crowded.

the teachers must have grown
nearly frantic with the problem of
space. Yet they could not find it
in their hearts to turn away a
single girl who might therein find
her only chance; and they would
not, as long as they could find
‘“one more nail to hang her up
on."”

‘For a year and over friends of
the school have been disappointed
with unfulfilled promises of a new
cottage, and the only partial so-
lution for the overcrowded condi-
tions has been a screened-in
“sleeping - shack”  opposite the
house, to which about 20 girls are
obliged to trail across each night
in their* nightgowns, no matter
what the weather. But of course
this does not relieve the daytime
pressure. ! /

The present county budget orig-
inally included a proposed expen-
diture of $67,000 for next year's
maintenance and the building of
a new fireproof building. But
even with the first press notices of
this proposal those of wus most
closely interested were not over-
hlopeful; we had been trusting and
disappointed too often before.
‘Just wait until they begin slashing
it!” some' of us said.

The slashing has already begun,
has progressed to a goodly extent,
and no one knows whether or not
it is yet ended. Just a very recent
news article told the story of the
first big slice that had been re-
moved from the proposed appro-
priation, and Ot'E Commissioner
Lloyd’s and. nnis  Cargill’s
staunch fight to prevent it. The
amount was reduced from $67,-
000 to $37,000. This $37,000 is for
building expenses and mainte-
nance. You can visualize the fire-

school and of devotion to those
untiring friends in charge. The
whole group is bound by unex-
pectedly close bonds, and it is like .
one big jolly family, where pleas-
ures and griefs and plans are
shared together, and where there
is always some one’s kindly inter-
est to help over the rough places
that are sure to come at times.

To any one privileged to have
been clogely in touch with this
work since its beginning, or even
or only one year, it is wonderful
o note just the visible thanges
in a few of the older girls. Frail,
ill-kept bodies are now strong and
sound; dull eyes have become
bright and animated; purpose and
characterful lines have been writ-
ten into droopy, aimless faces. All

this has not been without struggle, |

but the struggle, and the will to
struggle have been the making of |
them. < -

In this new atmosphere of
cheerful/energy and wholesome
work and play, girls who have
never before known youth, who
have never had a real childhood,
are finding out its meaning, /and

are learning to forget the misery i

and unkindness and sordidness of
past years and to look forward to
a future with hope and determina-
tion. And if out of this first 60
only six should reach the higher
levels that they are determined.
now to reach, would not the work
be amply justified? Would not
these six useful lives be worth all
the care and time and money that
are now being expended? It is
hard to reckon the value of a hu-
man life in dollars and cents, but
only a misanthropist of the worst
order would fail to see to which
side the balance here leans. It is
not a charity. It is a work of sal-
vage, of preventive waste. The
majority of these girls have come
from homes where they were not
wanted and were not cared for,
and where circumstances were
just ag surely and as naturally
forcing most of them to final use-

| lessness and hopelessness and deg- |
| radation, as do the far different

circumstances of good influence
surrounding other children from
birth onward destine most of them
; e differenc: is

e difference between the unfor-
s and the fortunate, and thg

ter has become a more and more '
In a house built

‘As the nmmber
passed 30 and continued to grow,

of the remainder of that amount,
can you not?
But then perhaps a fireproof
building isn’t needed out here on
. the open prairie ‘“where the gulf
 breezes. strike first” and usually
travel at a pretty fair rate of
speed, and where fire fighting fa-
cilities are strictly a minus quan-
tity. Or perhaps a new building
isn’t needed at all; crowding is
- not new to these girls. Or, even,
berhaps they don’t need all the
care that the maintenance amount
. represents; they aren’'t used to)it,
you know.
What do you—that is, you who
know—think about it? Those aof
you who do not yet know should
. take a few minutes in which to get,
‘ acquainted with the girls, the
school, and the conditions;
benefit conferred by your visit
would not be all on one side.
course one can not gain an ade-
. quate insight into all this by one
- superficial glance over the situa-
tion, but even in one trip thither
the spirit of it all will get into your
veins, and you'll want to go back.
Try. it. i
The school has made warm
friends of all who have come in
contact with it, and these many

" who are genuinely interested have

been very helpful to it in the past.
But what it needs now is the un-
.derstanding, the sympathy and the
active co-operation of everybody
in the county to see that a splen-
did work is not cut short or an-
nulled or even hampered by the
political needs of a few. It is

do with it?

proof structure that will come out

your work; what are you going to

“One,

=

“Mo-hi-cans!”

{’em now!
jtwo out already.
on second!

The
ning, and the
standing, trained

rules,
and had only the

The Mohican

R l Victory! and Tiger! I
‘Yell of the H. C..S..

BY ELIZABETH KALB. 2
wo, three, four!
‘“T'wo, three, one, four!”
‘“Who for—what for—
‘““Who you gonna root for?

| So proclaimed the lusty yells of! |
|lone faction of the vigorous rooting: i
squad at the Girls’
## ‘“Come on, Minniehahas, you've got |

Take your time, pitcher, | {1

or two games between them.
> Minnehahas were rapidly wiping ‘out o
that difference, which called forth{ il
é.ll-the pent-up enthusiasm of the |
strictly partisan-onlookers, » -, - ]
captain was ;
proud wearer of the silver crossed !
bats of last year's championship, the {
igift of Ennis Cargill to the winning '7
‘team, and the Minunehahas are there- !
fore all the more determined that \ ;
| this year’s award shail come to them. | |
If you have any such tendencies i

i

2| I
/Z! At

School. ! i

‘Watch that man| =

Come on, now, team— sl
Minnehaha, Minnehaha, best of all!”| - i 1
So answered the opposing rooters,‘i
{defiantly and loudly. And that happy[ t
Bedlam, so dedr and so familiar to!
all lovers of sport, reigned. 15 i
championship i
nearing its close and the game was; i
(ia hot and exciting one.
hontas were already out of the run-
two teams,
them seasoned veterans of two years il
‘on a regulation !
sl diamond and according to big league [ il
were pretty evenly matched i

season was
The Poca-

most of | {l

difference of one il
The it

the

for ¥y

the

=

S

S
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and very jubilant victors and th
|equally flushed and dusty but undis-
lgruntled vanquished (“Just wait till
next time,” ‘you know) adjourned to
the house for a short rest before

supper, while the visitors gettled
themselves on the long front porch
and discussed exciting points of the
|game with the fervent erstwhile oc-
cupants o( the rooting section.

After long _struggles with the
lumpy prairie ground and the disas-
trous effects of rains and floods and
baking Texas sun, the girls have
succeeded in building and keeping
up a fairly good diamond, and the
three teams have practice and ma:zh
games all summer long, with the
help ‘and coaching of Miss Claxton

Houston. And my, you should see
‘lalertness and accurate throwing!
The derived benefits
health, too, are incalculable. :
vigorous outdoor exercise is one of

fes and wan cheeks and fretful dis-

'l glow and the joy of living. In the
early spring there is a basketbail

court to occupy their attention, and
c 1

in calesthenics,
Beside the health aspect of all
this, it is splendid to watch the spir-

who have never had the least idea
of teamwork or team loyalty, or any
knowledge of or interest in the ex-
citement and love of clean sport,
have waked up to it now.
all as intensely interested, for in-
stance, in every football or baseball
game that Rice plays and as wildly
enthusiastic over her victories as if
they were present on the ground and
belonged there. Rice is the college
| of their home town.
proper spirit. A pity more Houston
‘i people don't show it. X

When the girls. first come to the

ed in the kind of exercise that they,
individually, particularly need. They
are carefully watched in their sports
and not allowed to overdo or to in-
jure themselvesg in the least by too

You should see the resuits!

All the equipment for the baseba.ll.
basketball and tennis games and for
the little folks' playground were fur-
nished by Houston friends of the
school, and the girls made their own
ball suits, each team's of a different
! eolor, with the team initial embroid-
'l ered on the gleeve. They are proud
1 of thelr suits, and proud .of their
teams, and proud of their school
with as lusty a pride as I know of.

!l goon overflowing with girls, some
3 s‘%glﬁgr&r; little conversational #es-
£Ons, , some reading, some sewing,
some learning the tag end of Sunday
lessons.

out, and soon one end .ot the porch

the more graceful of the girls

| whirled about together to the waltz |

| and twostep.

and the clamorcus *“good night”,the
whole bunch of them, big and l’

rolled slowly away the words of the

| throats: %
*V-I-C-T-0O-R-Y! Victory!
Are we in it? Well, T guess!
We're the girls of H. C. S.!”
(And a long tiger.)
—— el

Secon

they changed their respectively blue i
and gray ball suits and appeared for|

‘class hag been formally entertained

! {ly, out of doors, for.indoor space
. does not admit of the gathering of

and several interested friends from |

the development in strength, speed, |

in general |
That |/
| bright ribbons,
the things that has turned frail bod-|
| various parts in the evening’'s en-
|| pokitions into sturdiness and healthy || 5 .

|the winter there a.r.e regular courses

it of good sportsmanship grow. Girls |,

| girls sang the club song to the air|

They are |

They have the||

school they are given a careful phys- §
fcal examination for constitutional ||
weaknesses as well as for communi- |/
cable diseases and eye, ear, nose and |
teeth defects, and are then interest-j

i N

d Anni

exclaimed Mar-'
domestic ' science

been somewhere!"”
garet, after the

at “afternoon tea' one morning.
And I know that every guest at the
Harris County School’s recent “an-
nual,” after enjoying the 'interesting
entertainment and partaking of their.
charming hospitality, most certainly|
felt that they had been somewhere!

The program was given, necessar-

so many girls and visitors, too. Tall
stalks of green from the garden a.ndj

ries hag been brought to make a
bowerlike stage on the drive in front |
of the steps, and here this bevy of
girls, in their light - dresses and
gathered to sing
their school songs and to do their

tertainment.

The music-for the evening was un-
der the direction of Miss Mona Love, |
the Houston girl who has so gen-|
erously given of her time and of her-
self in the teaching of a music class
at the school'for almost the two full
years. . Besides ‘the piano, selections:
the German class sang Mendels-
sohn’s beautiful “Lebe Wohl,” the
little folks had some doll songs all |
their own, and the Camzing Clulby |

of *“‘Dixie.” "

econd Anniversan
%yé}y\“’_.COunty-School- for Girls

BY ELIZABETH KALB.
“Do you knvw, I feel just like I'd | usually—the new girl of the squad

!
{ wild flowering vines from the prai-

of four beginning with the dish-
washing, advancing to cooking,
bread-making and waiting on table.
As she finishes her course the next
girl takes her place and still another
new one is adfmitted to the mysteries
of washing dishes. Those who have
completed this course are about up
ito perfection in the fine points of
preparing and serving a meal, and
this I know from happy experience
that they have three or four of the
finest breadbakers that have ever
come to light anywhere! If any
‘girl has any latent sparks of such
genius concealed within her, it cer-
tainly has opportunity to be brought
out, for 40 big loaves are baked ev-
ery single day for five days in ev-
ery week!

The laundry work is another thing
that has been made a fine science.
The new girl usually begins here,
spending a day and a half a week,
but never more than a half-day at
a time, ang “graduating’” from this
department when her work has at-
tained the required degree of ex-
cellence. Great pride is taken in the
snowy state of the linens and the
smooth starchiness of the school
dresses, and the laundress par ex-
cellence feels that her art is second
to none.

Sewing was amnother practically
unknown art to most of the girls at
the time of entrance. But now, un-

The evening was made a sort of
kaleidoscopic review of the year b;}'
successive reports, interestingly told,
_t;‘om, each of the various depart-
ments of activity in the school. One
of the girls told about their religious
and ethical life—about the pastors
of all denominations who hive held
_s_fylrvices on Sunday. afternoon, and
about the time set aside daily for
interesting ethical discussions among
girls and grownups. Another told
about their academic school work.

All seven grades are taught, as in
the public schools, and since 18
girls graduated into High §School,
High School work has been «carried’
on for a half-year. Another told

! have studied practicgl nursing, and

much or the wrong kind of activity.

| 8. Those who are not especially so

After supper the long porch was '

The Victrola, another gift{
from interested friends, was brought|

was turned into a dancing floor as’

 When it was almost time for service ||
| ittle, |
=| gathered at the steps for a goodby|
to the visitors, and as the big car|

/{ school vell rang out from 60 eager|

{ portunity for actual experience in

: | kitchen under a competent directot;f-
‘| | The kitchen course lasts four months

about the nursing classes, which

have taken up the various parts of
the body together with some of the |
diseases peculiar to each and the|

der Miss Burnett's direction, a num-
ber of them are fast becoming ex-
‘pert needlewomen. The sewing
classes make all the undergarments,
aprons, school dresses and in fact
everything that is worn or used by
the girls at the school, and all the
zirls, even the little ones, have this
training at sorile time.

This spring there was a milinery
elass and all the hats for the girls
in the honor circle were trimmed at
home. Several of the girls are
manifesting especial skill-in em-
brojdery, and during the summer
raffia and basketweaving classes are |
tonducted, some beautiful specimens
of which were shown along with ar-:
ticles from all the other sewing de-
partments in a sort of exhibition to
the guests of the evening. Aside|
'flrom picces of embroidery, the nar-|
rater safd, over 1000 articles have

necessary care. | been made by the girlsg this year!

Many of these girls are interested,
~in earrying their nursing or medical
studies further after leaving H. C.

interested are learning the valuable
lessons of first-aid that are neces-
sary to everyone everywhere. Then
the girl who last winter won the
medal for proficiency in music gave
an account of the surprising prog-
ress which 19 girls, no more than

{

past year, with two whole days a
week devoted to them by Miss Love,
but with only one piano for them all
'to practice on. She told,
the musical treats which the gener-
osity of friends in town has made it
possible for them—that is, for the
Honor Circle—to attend during the
past winter.

Songs and beautifully
folk-dances here brjke into this
series of little talks, and at their
close the domestic science represen-
tatives came forth to take up the
tale: .

“Under their banner came first the
cooking. Aside from the special
science classg_s each girl has an op-

the various depariments of the

one of whom had ever had instruc- |
: tion before, have made during the|

too, of|

executed |

Then came the Canning Girls in
caps and aprons, and the lusty gar-
den squad with all stalks of growing
1 things over their shoulders. The
|| girls have enjoyed their garden work
immensely, and for two summers one
of the rewards of their early morn-
ing campaigns in the field has been
a joyous profusion of canteloupes
for everybody. They have a Council
"of Texas Farm Women that holds bi-
weekly mesetings of interest, and one
of their greatest prides is the bloom-
| ing and spick-and-span condition of
their grounds.

_This' fall ‘they have quite an
acreage in peanuts, and are intend- !
ing making all their own peanut but- !
ter for winter use. Prefacing the
singing of the Canning Club song the
leader of that body announced that
their motto was, ‘‘Eat all you can,,
and what vou can’t, can,” and that, |
as they always followed the first
precept religiously, they didn’'t have
much left to can! i

Then came an account of the va-
rious forms of recreation, and an
explanation of the

—

sang their school song, 8 S 07 WS
Dear H. C. B.,” with great fervor.
‘With the whispered hint from one

A

i
|
|

honor system,
both of which I have told you of !
before, and as a grand finale, they-
whole school gathered together and

small maiden that she had helped

;
!
f
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I
;
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| hurried through the sewing room,

X
<
|
1
|
|

|

. “homeless,” girls have learned to ex-

put into these
* no work so noble as the building of
a human life!”

AL

where the needlework display was
spread out for inspection, to the
dining room, where six white capped
young Jadies were dispensing the
most. Gelfefous fruit punch, and cake
of ail varieties but of a common and |
high degree of excellency.

No visitor that evening could have |
helped but be impressed with at
least two noteworthy things—first,
the remarkable poise which the ma-
jority of those, you might say

hibit in any society; and second,
and pervading everything, the feel-
ing which one speaker that evening
words that “there is

R e T
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Students’Saw the i !

of Two Cities,”

0 - o o

. Tale of Two Cities
A truly wonderful picture is “The Tale

Dickens’ masterpiece,

now showing at the Isis. ‘Monday after-

noon there were two parties of students
who are now studying the book as a part

of their literary course.
.was from the South End Junior.
Moyes, instructor in English,
_ host for

One of these
N{Z‘r.
was the
115 of the second year class.

The other party was from the Bellaire

_school for girls anq Manager  Van

De- |

mark was the host. :

picture both from the
- artistic photography
adherence to the immortal book,

£ LESE

| teams for the season.

‘ There were many compliments for the
viewpoint of

and for faitht’ul“;

Harris COQnty School Notes.
\,\\)Twe ty-five of the girls enjoyed the
twilight concert of the Women's Choral.

club with Miss. May Peterson, soprano,
evening.
T‘i‘:lrri?iiay evening the following guests
ouston were present at a dinner
party: Mr. and Mrs. Warner, Mr. and
Mrs. Hobby, and Dr. and Mrs. Israel.
Two more basket ball games are to be
played to decide the winner of the pin.

is organizing the baseball |-
Miss Claxton g S S ihad

¥ta

ractice games.
tw'ghg services last Sunday were con-

dueted by Rev. Dr. Mills of the St. Paul

Methodist church. 2
s B T O ST

e R D
i Harris County School Notes. )|
Ota Gygi, formerly court violinist to the
king of Spain, and who played at the Ma-

last week, was one of the guests at

jestic .

thering Saturday night. A number |

| gi gaotlher gguests from Houston were
presents) - .

Dr. Harrison"»held services at 5 o'clock |
| last Sunday.
! la?\tlr..’ uénid Mrs. Tenny of South Houston:
| and Mrs. Love of Houston were visitors

thf:nwggﬁestra hag, been organized . by

members of the school and is making
excellent progress.

H.C.S. FOR GIRLS

GIVEN HIGH PRAISE

“Greatest of Its Kind” Declared
Karl Lehmann.

Patrick Henry Asserts That “There
Is No Finer Social Service
Being Done in the

_ State.”

“phe Harris County School for Girls is

States secretary of the United Society of
ChriStian  Endeavor, Sunday afternoon,
after -he had returned from a visit to the
school with a party of Christian En-
deavor delegates,
a service with the girls. “I have heen
traveling over the country for 12 years in
my present work and I liave mever seen
anything of its kind to compare with it.
There is no bigger work being done in
the South and the training the girls are
receiving is splendid. ~Miss Claxton is an
incomparable leader for such a work. My
visit to the school was one of the most
delightful parts of my work in the Hous-
ton convention.

“rhe way the girls of the Christian
Endeavor of the school can recite scrip-

the greatest institution of its kind I have
ever seen,’” said Karl Lehmann, Southern j

where they conducted !

'

ture is really remarkable and I am glad
they won the State championship in the

bible baseball game Saturday morning. |

The citizens who are responsible for this
institution deserve much praise for the
‘splendid success of the school and have
‘a right to feel proud of it.

r‘ Those - participating in
s

5

¥

the" Bndeavor | ¢
ervice at ‘the sch_ool Sunday afternoon

e
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 WILL ERECT NEW BUILDING
" FOR COUNTY GIRLS SCHOOL

County Judge Chester Bryan, Mem-
bers of Court and Board of Con--
trol Visited Institution.

Following a visit by the ‘members ol
the county commissioners court and the!
board of control of the Harris County
School for Girls to that institution Wed- |
nesday, it was announced that an addi- |
tion to the present building would be]
erected early next year, . !

At the time the budget was adopted last!
August an appropriation equal to about:
$40,000° was set aside and provided for in |
the tax leyy to erect the additional build- |
ing.
It was found by County Judge Chester
‘Bryan and the other members of the
party that while the building was pretty |
well crowded, it is béing excellently man-
aged under the direction of Miss Claxton,
the superintendent.

DAIRYING ON THE FARM.

The girls’ school at Bellaire now reports
a profit of $122.90 from six cows during the
month of April. The cost of feed was $33.60
and $10 was paid a boy to look after the

.dairy herd. The product was 416 1-4 gal-

lons of milk priced at 10 cents a quart.
There is no silo at the school and high
prices were probably paid for all feed.

Admitting that the average farmer will

=mnot be able.in many cases to get 10 cents

-
4
-
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4

whean

3
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a quart for all milk produced, there is still
the probability that with'the same six ani-
meals or that number of others as produc-
tive any farmer would-be able to clear $100
2 month for his labor and pay out cash for
the feed. :

“ A silo on the farm will solve the problem

7 ¢

-

‘were Karl Lehmann, Mrs. Aw.'n‘i. Ellis
of ‘Pilot Point, State junior superintend-
ent; Miss Hope Finfrock of Houston, State
missionary superintendent, and E. Harvey
of Kemah, president of the Houston dis-
ltrict union.

WORDS OF PRAISE

FROM PATRICK HENRY.

The girls school attracted the attention
of another official of the cqnvention.
former State President Patrick Henry of"
Arlington.  Rev. Mr. Henry umpired the
‘game of bible baseball and after hearing
'the girls in that contest he became an
_enthusiast for them. He secured the floor
in the convention. to tell the delegates
about the school. i

“Several yvears ago, while . a member of
the State legislature, I came here mak-
ing some investigations of the work of
this kind and I am very much celighted
to tind this school now a model for insti-
tions of its kind.

“I am very much interested in this form
of community service and the people of
Harris county are to be congratulated for
maintaining such an institution to guide |
the feet of many young . girls, less fortu-
nate than some of their sisters, into ‘paths
that will lead to happy womanhood.

“There is no finer piece of social serv-

ice being done in the State than here at |

' Bellaire.
THE GIRLS KNOW
THE BIBLE. °
“he girls’ bible baseball team sur=
I.

prised me beyond all my expectations. ;
have always been a lover of baseball, but
I never enjoyed a game SO much as I did
this one. The girls from the Harris county !
"school can shame almost any grown per-
son at quoting scripture and I suspect
. they could shame & good many preach-
Yers right here tonight. I know they
quoted verses I had forgotten were in the
bible. I am sorry they are not here to-
Inight, as I expected to present the team
togthe convention. If I had known they:
were not coming I would have gotten a car
and gone after them myself. _Howeve!‘.
they are going to be at Fort Worth next
‘year at the convention and I challenge
| any IEndeavor society in the State to en-
ter the contest against them, and I warn
you in advance you will have to do some
bible reading this year if you e:.xpect to!
have any show at all next year.” !
The announcement that the girls had!
won the State championship was greeted !
with much applause. e
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In Baseball «_Game

“Play Ball” shouted Umpire Pat-
rick Henry, and instantly seven Ju-
nior Christian Endeavor teams came
to attention in the junior assembly
room of the First Christian Church
 Saturday morning. The seven teams
were there to-compete for the state
championship in the Bible verse
| baseball league.

The seven teams were: 'The
| Heights Presbyterians, Westminster
| Presbyterians Katy, South End
| Christian, Bellaire and the First

Presbyterians churches. ;

It sounds rather odd to speak of
a Bible verse baseball game, but
that is the right name for it. The
game is a new one and was devised
by some brilliant member of the
Christian Endeavor y
children the Bible easily. For who
would not learn anything that savor-
ed of the national pastime?
| The rules of the game as explain-
‘ed by the umpire, who is a former
{member of the state legislature, but
‘now a minister attending the En-
' deavor convention, and is much in-
terested in Bible study for the little
folks, is as follows: Each team has
five boys or girls, a pitcher catcher
and three hasemen.

. After the teams take their places
on the diamond, the catcher hurls a.
‘new Bible quotation at the first man
{up at the bat, and he in turn has to
answer with another new one. If he
does, he takes a base, but if at the
end of two minutes he can not think
|up one, ‘he 1s out, and in this game
the old rule of three outs to the in-

ning does not go, for there is only!

one out to the inning, @nd only one
inning to the game. 4
. But if some bright youngster
stands up and recites an entire chap-
ter he gets a home run, so each
manager has a chance to put his
pinch hitter up fourth and in that
‘wdy may get four runs at one shot.
i The preliminary games were well
'played and were interesting. In some
(of them the score ran up as high as
_ fifty runs during one-half of the
inning, and more in the other half.
This made the game rather long, but
there was something amusing going
on all the while. \

It was truly remarkable how some

of the smallest players could remem-
ber more of the Bible verses than the

! reporter had ever heard or knew
that they existed before. The teams
were all well.matched and this made
them strive to attain new honors by
quoting’ some passage buried in the
depths of the book, and not known

i
' by the others. s
| After the preliminaries had been
| played and Bellaire and Westmin-
ister Presbyterian had qualified for
- the final and championship match,

' something new was announced that

i gave the players much concern.

That was that a quotation in the.
had to be absolutely

final game

! new, and it was a very big matter

' to think up something new, when

the .players had been reciting all

the new ones they could think of
during the preceding games.

But it was given without a break,

' and ended with’ Bellaire winning

| first place and Westminister sec-

ond, the former leading by a large
i margin, 3 !
t - ONO O ¢
II-Ipw They Lined Up. iz

! Béllg.ire: Ermine Hammack, p.;
Bettie Ritchie, c.; Valeta Clemmans,
1 b.; Lorraine Cabiness, 2 b.; Amel-

ia, Holliday, 3b.
‘Westminister: George Cheatam,
c.; Willie

| p.; Ruther. McPherson,

Davis, 1b.; BEsther McPherson, 2b.;|

Bettie Burnett, 3b.

{
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to teach the.

Uses Bible Verses|
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Whatever other task the county of Har-
ris has undertaken to perform, it is ac-
complishing sits ‘purpose to.the fullest ex-
tent along one line of endeavor. It is
awakening the spark of womanhood in
those young girls of the community who
have been uu[ortunatg in their surround-
ings and who have been gathered under
ils protecting wing. |

The fact that it has become necessary
1o provide additional quarters to tle Ilar-
ris county school for girls is looked upon
as an evidence not only that such a home
was necessary, but also that it has been
a success and is serving a useful purpose.

Phe first urut was built to accommogiate
U8 occupants. Almest from the very mo-
ment that it was thrown open for usc it
has been called upon to house 60 girls
from ¥ to 18 years of age. With this
situation confronting the county, the need
“or additivnal guarters was apparent and
n the near future the second unit of the
ichool will be available for wuse. |

This is the result of the action of the
last county administrationzin appropri-
ating funds for a new building followed
up by the recent order of the present
comiissioners court acceptfng the plans
and authorizing the building to be con-
-structsd. Bids are now being received for
‘the work. 4
EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF-
SPANISH MISSION TYPE.

The new building will be a fitting com-
plement lo the present structure. It will
he an c:;cellent example of the Spanish
niission type, the style of architecture
«which was designed by the architects,
Jhinger & Bailey, to whom was awarded
the work of drawing the plars.
© ¥t will be two stories in height, made
of brick and stuccoed “walls, eoncrete
foundation, eomposition floors throughout
and a tar and gravel roof. All of the
rooms will have plastered walls and ceil-
ings on metal lath and will have sanitary
cover at the base similar to the mdethod
usc_d in hospital consteuction. .

To provide for the sufety of the ocecu
pants, the building will be equipped with
& .complets fire alarm system and with a
fire escape at the end of each hall.

fAccommodations will be provided for 50
girls, This will relieve 'the overcrowded
c¢ondition of the present buildings. 'I'wo
large class rooms will be located on the
main or first floor. Here also will be lo-
cated a large sewing room, the dining
room, kitchen, library, parlors for the
public and the superintendent's office.

A1)
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| result of the raising of-these crops and

\GIRLS DO OWN COOKING, "

-¢ponsibility  is placed upon the shoulders

» AL -

Euiling to Carry o ‘
" Work of Harris County Girls

‘Across the entire front of the building, a
length of 0 feet, will be a large veranda.
SCREENED SLEEPING PORCHES
FEATURE OF BUILDING. '

On the second floor will be located the
sleeping quarters and dressing rooms, also
hospital and rest rooms, each having a
southern exposure. The north side will
be utilized for the bath rooms, lockers,

One of the features of the building
will be two large screened sleeping
porches, one 90 feet in length across the
entire front of the building, the other 35
feet long at the rear. :

In the preparation of the ideas carried
out in the plans, Ilnnis Cargill, chairman
of the board of controi, was given'excel-
lent assistance by Miss E. A. Claxton, su-
perinteadent of the school.

How weil the plans and purposes of the
school have been carried out is-cvident
from a look at its present status and is
at once apparent to those who visit it.
It was first opened September 't(; fui4.

“Today there are 30 acres of land at
Westmoreland, where the school is lo-
cated, in cultivation, largely the accom-
plishment of the girls, the more energetic
;r‘:;k of plowing, etc., heing done by the

The crops include corn, tomatoes,
beans, peas, turnips, spinach, lettuce, cab-
bage and peanuts. Besides this there are
a number of cows from whicl the school
is furnished with milk and butter. ‘As a

maintaining the cows, the living cost of
the occupants has been madterially re-

duced, thus effecting a saving to Lhe
courty.
The Queen theater gave the girls a cun-

ning outfit and they have made most ex-
cellent use of it.

LAUNDRY AND DRESSMAKING.

The giris do their own cooking and,
laundry, are taught sewing, embroidery
and dressmaking, make their own clothes
and bedding. K In a general way, the
tcaching of home requirements is made
the -goal 'of each girl's training, especial
attention being given to the teaching of

domestic science. * s

Character building has been the chief
purpose of those in charge and to at-
tain this purpose a certain amount of re-

of each girl in order to make her realize
that she owes a duty to the community.
Tiach one is placed in the category of a
wage earner, that she may attain 9 spirit

“public schools is carried on,
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depends upo‘x‘\ her own efforts. The honor
syvstem is the basis of discipline and up
to the present time its establishment
and maintenance has not proven a disap-
pointment.

One of the important ideals held up
before the girls and which has been re-
ligiously adhered to by them is neatness,
both of their own personal appearance
and in their surroundings. The value
of this has been demonstrated by the fact
that one of the first things to oc_cugy the
attention of girls who have left the in-
stitution at. the end of their course of
training is cleaning up the household and
surroundings in their new home and as-
sociations. 9
/. One of the great g;-oblems of the board
‘of control was what to do with the girls
‘after they reached the age when they
must leave the home. It is still a great
problem, of course, for each girl must be
suited, Two of the girls have been mar-
ried and are happy in homes of their
own; two of them are at work; and two
others who are fitting themselves to be:
teachers are leading ‘their classes in a

Masonic lodges of Houston. One of them
is president of her class and is assisting
in the teaching.” -

EACH GIRL. FITTED
FOR PLACE SHE SELECTS.

. Bach girl is impressed with the fact
‘that she has a place in the world; that
she must earn her own living, and every
effort is made to fit her for the place she

selects.,’ Some of them wish to be doc-!
tors and others nurses; there are a
couple anxious to be writers and many
o{ them have decided upon teaching as
\{heir vocation,
Tn the school the work of the Houston
including
ithe primary, grammar and two years of
the high school work.

One of the great needs of the institu-
tion at this time is books, the standard
authors. The girls have about 200 vol-
umes, but they have read through them.
They have little time for reading, but
the desire is to give them of the best.

The piano class numbers about 25, and
the girls have only 20 minutes a day for
practice. The girl whose turn it . is is
standing right alongside the piano and
watching the clock; the girl who is at
the instrument doesn't hayve to watch the
clock., Mrs. Love, the teacher of music,
is making good progress with her pupils,
and has recently undertaken some of the
higher work. ¢

Tn this connection the goodness of the
musical clubs -of the city may be cited.
The Treble Clef, the Choral, the Girls

of independence and realize that in a

EXcelient 7 i

large measure the sucgess: of the home

college where they are maintained by the |

School

2 | 5

& P . Eip X w,.,;-v--..:
ciation and the Ladies Violin choir'have
from 20 to 30 of the girls'as their guests
at each of the concerts and they have
thus been enabled to hear all of the
famous artists who have visited Houston |
during the past two seasons, including
grand opera. They know and appreciate
good music and the ladies of these clubs
bear the gratitude of the young women.
OUTDOOR GAMES TO ‘AID 2 »
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT. ' |
The girls are taught how to play, this |
feature being looked upon as much a part j
of the curriculum as other lines of en- |
deavor. It provides outdoor exercise, in-
cluding baseball, basket ball, croquet, |
tennis and other ferms of amusement |
which aid in their physical development. |
There has been a disposition on the |
part of every one connected in an official |
capacity with the conduct. of the home
to discourage any attempt at praise for
their  efforts and achievements. 1 of
them are possessed with a feeling of sin-
cere modesty., .
To two women especially is due in
great measure tihe credit for the success
of the work being carried on. Miss Clax-
ton, the superintendent, who had a num-
ber of years experience in similar work
before coming to Houston, and her assist-
ant, Miss N, B. Burnett, have been unsel-|
fish in their devotion to their tasks.
Their lives are wrapped up in their work.
They have been able to win the confi-
dence of the girls and inject the spirit
of a home in the conduct of the school,
mR.,CARGILL UNTIRING' -
IN HIS EFFORTS. X i
Mr. Cargill as chairman of the board of |
control since the establishment of tne ||
school,’ for which he had assiduously
worked and planned, has been_gnbiring. in
his efforts to make it a place of which [f
the citizens of Harris county might be
proud. He has been ably assisted by the
present and past members of the boar
of control as well as by the county off

cials. ;
Generous citizens have shown their

e e s

of articles o
ing to make for the comfort and enjoy=
ment of the occupants o «school. It
ig these things® which have

dermeént at the real work that is beir

done. . 4 Q et
Besides Mr. Cargill,. the present hoard
of control is composed of Mrs. Max Taub, =
Mrs. W. W. Bains, Mrs. Harris Master-
son and Dr. F. J. Burkey,

Musical, the Symphony Orchestra asso-
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