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Things to Know

Domino, 42 Tournament  
set for Jan. 16

Precinct2Gether will  
be hosting its annual  
Precinct-wide Domino  
and 42 Tournament on  
Jan. 16, 2008, at Gray-
son’s Baldree Center.  
This is a fun and competi-
tive day as players from  
all over the community 
take part in domino or 
“42” games. Prizes are 
awarded to those who 
place first, second or  
third. Food and door  
prizes are provided. 

Registrations are 
required and must be  
in by Jan. 11, 2008.  

continued on page 4

continued on page 3

Precinct Two seniors are part of history in the making as you par-
ticipate in the inaugural year of Precinct2gether. East Harris County 
Senior Citizens has officially changed its name and is now known as 
Precinct2gether.  

For 32 years, the East Harris County Senior Citizens program has 
paved the way for expanded senior programming. We have established 
a model program that has been followed by other groups. Many of our 
seniors have heard fun stories of the early years of East Harris County 
Senior Citizens. Now it is your turn to be in on the ground floor of  
something dynamic – Precinct2gether!

Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia has moved forward to merge the  
East Harris County Senior Citizens and Youth Program into one non-
profit organization called Precinct2gether. The new Precinct2gether 

Many seniors enjoyed attending the First Precinct2gether Veterans  
Picnic at the San Jacinto Community Center/Highlands Park. It was  
a multi-generational gathering for veteran Bill Taylor’s family. Pictured 
with Taylor is his granddaughter Joy Challenger (left), daughter  
Jeanette Ward and great-grandson Blayne Challenger. 

Precinct2gether – Inaugural Year
Building Communities for a Better Tomorrow
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December

Dec. 3 End of Year Senior 
Group Leader Meeting-
South Channel, EHCAC

Dec. 4 Holiday Decorat-
ing Party, North East

Dec. 5 End of Year Senior 
Group Leader Meeting-
North Channel, Golden 
Corral in Baytown

Dec. 6 Lunch &  
A Movie, Bay Area

Dec. 7 Dinner Dance, 
North East

Dec. 7 Nursing Home 
Christmas Party, EHCAC

Dec. 11 Winter Birthday 
Lunch, San Jacinto

Dec. 14 Hometown  
Opry “Christmas  
Show,” EHCAC

Dec. 17 Gospel  
Night, North East

Dec. 19 December  
Birthday Lunch, Walker

JanuarY

Jan. 3 Gospel Night, 
Flukinger

Jan. 8 Gospel Night San 
Jacinto

Jan. 11 Tejano Dance, 
North East

Jan. 16 Precinct-wide 
Domino Tournament, 
Baldree

Jan. 17 Beginning of 
Year Group Leader Meet-
ing–Inner City, Martinez 
Annex

Jan. 19 Ballroom  
Valentine Dance,  
Bay Area

Jan. 21 Gospel Night, 
North East

Jan. 24 Dinner & A 
Movie, EHCAC

Jan. 25 Hometown  
Opry, EHCAC

Jan. 30 Birthday  
Luncheon with Mardi 
Gras entertainment, 
North East

FebruarY

Feb. 3 Super Bowl  
Party, EHCAC

Feb. 4 – 8 Black History 
Presentations, Walker

Feb. 7 Gospel Night, 
Flukinger

Feb. 8 Nursing Home 
Valentine’s Party, EHCAC

Feb. 12 Inner City’s 
Valentine’s Party, EHCAC

Feb. 13 Sweetheart 
Banquet, Flukinger

Feb. 14 Valentine  
Luncheon, North East

Feb. 14 Valentine  
Parties, Baldree, Barrett, 
San Jacinto and Walker

Feb. 12 Gospel Night  
San Jacinto

Feb. 15 Oldies but  
Goodies Dance,  
North East

Feb. 18 Gospel Night, 
North East

Feb. 19 Ballroom  
Valentine’s Dance,  
Bay Area

Feb. 20 Black History 
Presentation, North East

Feb. 20 Birthday  
Celebrations, Walker

Feb. 21 Black History 
Celebration, Barrett

Feb. 22 Dinner &  
A Movie, EHCAC

Feb. 25 Swing Thing  
Golf Tournament,  
Timber Creek  
Golf Course 

Feb. 27 Nursing  
Home Mystery Trip

Feb. 27 Birthday  
Luncheon &  
Entertainment,  
North East

Feb. 28 North Channel’s 
Rodeo Party, Baytown 
Community Center

Feb. 29 Hometown  
Opry, EHCAC

Mark Your Calendar

The following are some major events for seniors  

taking place at Harris County Precinct Two  

community centers during December, January and 

February. The community/activity center which is 

hosting the event follows the name of each activity:

monthly Dances – These dances are fund  
raisers for Precinct2gether:

Second Thursday: Grayson

Third Tuesday: Bay Area (ballroom dancing)

Third Thursday:   East Harris County (EHCAC) 
(country-and-western dancing)

Fourth Friday:  San Jacinto  
(Pick ‘N Grin Band) 
(free to attend  
beginning 1/2008)

Chit-Chat info:
The Senior Chit-Chat is a publication of  

Precinct2gether, a non-profit corporation, chartered 

under Texas law and granted exemption from federal 

income tax under section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal 

Revenue Code. This publication may not be reproduced 

without written permission from Precinct2gether.  

Questions about the Chit-Chat should be directed to  

Precinct2gether at 713-455-4869 or by mail to  

13828 Corpus Christi, Houston, TX 77015.



A Message from Harris County Precinct Two Commissioner  
Sylvia R. Garcia

My heartfelt goal is for the 

new Precinct2gether program 

to be a strong, useful tool bringing together multiple 

resources to benefit the citizens of Precinct Two. 

Many of you know I like to say that “partnerships 

produce results.”   

Just as a rope of many strands is stronger than  

a single strand, there are many good reasons to bring 

our programs under a single organization. Not only 

does it reduce administrative tasks and expenses, it 

also makes us a large, diversified player in the world 

of non-profit organizations competing for funding 

grants and donation dollars.

Our Veterans, Parks and Transportation depart-

ments have always been closely intertwined with 

senior and youth needs. So, bringing them under the 

Precinct2gether umbrella along with the senior and 

youth programs is a logical progression. 

Seniors today are changing the traditional views  

of aging and retirement years. You are not standing 

still and neither are we. I am pleased with the  

connection many of you have made to this simple 

name change as we keep moving forward.  

Speaking of moving forward, the holidays are 

approaching! The spirit of giving starts to permeate 

our thoughts like the smell of fresh baked cookies  

and pies. I cannot help but think how much has  

been given to me by all who participate in our senior 

programs and activities. As we move into another  

new year, I only hope that I can  

give back as much as I feel  

you all have given to me.
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continued from the cover

organization will allow us to broaden our scope of 
community services for the citizens of Harris County 
Precinct Two. The Precinct Two Parks Department, 
Veterans Services Department and the Transportation 
Department (bus department) also are served under 
this umbrella. 

Working together, we are building communities for  
a better tomorrow in the lives of our youth, seniors, 
veterans and all citizens of Precinct Two. Our 501(c) 
(3) non-profit organization will continue providing  
services in our precinct for many years to come.

Partnering with business, government, private 
foundations and with each other, we all benefit from 
providing a better lifestyle for those so important to 
our community. We serve the needs of those who have 

helped to provide the quality of life we currently  
enjoy – our seniors and veterans. At the same time,  
we help secure our future by serving our youth with 
after-school and summer programs. To those who 
benefit from our programs and to those who help us 
provide our programs, welcome to Precinct2gether!

Enjoy our inaugural year activities and events, be  
an active participant and help us lay a firm foundation 
for Precinct2gether’s growth and service.

Helen Berrott-Tims
General Superintendent of  
Parks and Community Programs
Harris County Precinct Two 

Precinct2gether – Inaugural Year
Building Communities for a Better Tomorrow

“I only hope that I can give 

back as much as I feel you 

all have given to me.”
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Registration forms are available at all Precinct  
Two community centers. For more information, call  
North Channel at 281-452-7598, South Channel at 
281-479-4232 or Inner City at 713-514-0185.

calling all football fans
If the idea of watching football alone doesn’t sound 

exciting to you, come join the fun at the East Harris 
County Activity Center on Feb. 3 for a Super Bowl 
Party. The party kicks off at 4 p.m. and the game 
will be shown on a big screen. There’s no charge to 
attend nor reservations needed. Soft drinks will be 
provided but please bring a snack to share.

Save the date for golf!
The annual Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia’s  

Swing Thing golf tournament is set for Feb. 25, 2008, 
at the Timber Creek Golf Course in Friendswood. This 
event benefits Precinct2gether. For more information 
on playing in the tournament or being a sponsor,  
call 713-924-3975.

represent fellow seniors through TSHL
The Texas Silver-Haired Legislature is a non-partisan 

group that advocates for all older Texans. Nomina-
tions are being accepted to represent Harris County 
Precinct Two and for a Harris County at-large position.

 Those interested in running must write a letter stat-
ing their intent to run and file it with the Area Agency 

on Aging, 8000 N. Stadium Dr., 3rd Floor, Houston, 
Texas 77054, by the filing deadline which will be 
announced in January 2008.

Each member of the Silver-Haired Legislature is 
responsible for providing for his or her expenses  
to meetings in Austin and trips to testify before  
legislative committees.  

Potential candidates also must pay a $5 filing fee, 
complete a candidate information form (form number 
103) and have a minimum of 25 registered voters 
age 60 or older who live in the area the candidate 
seeks to represent sign a petition (form number 105) 
by the filing deadline. For more information or for 
the required forms, contact Eva Williams at the Area 
Agency on Aging at 713-794-9006.

Free uHcL classes set for bay area center
The University of Houston at Clear Lake’s Clear Lake  

Association of Seniors (CLASP) has partnered with the 
Bay Area Center to offer free monthly mini-courses on 
a variety of subjects. Upcoming classes include:
•  Jan. 8: “Oscar? Emmy?: So You Want to be in  

Theater?,” Shirley Wettling and “Co.”
•  Jan. 22: “Investigate Before You Invest,” Texas 

Securities and Exchange Commission
•  Feb. 12 & 19: “Memories to Memoirs I and II,”  

Dion McInnis
To register for these classes, call 281-326-2955 or 
e-mail clasp@uhcl.edu.

Things to Know continued from the cover

Harris County Precinct Two Commissioner Sylvia  
Garcia presented the 2007 Jim Fonteno Service to 
Seniors Award to Lyondell Chemical Company during  
the annual Black and White Ball. James W. Bayer,  
senior vice president of Lyondell’s Manufacturing and 
Health, Safety and Environment, accepted the award  
for the company. Lyondell was selected in recognition of 
the company’s 26 years of hosting parties during the 
holiday season for seniors as well as other community 
outreach projects that benefit the senior community.



For many families, tamales are a part of any holiday 
celebration. On Friday, Nov. 2, the North East Com-
munity Center invited its members to take part in a 
fund-raising tamalada.

“This is the second time we’ve held a tamalada 
where members of our center have gotten together to 
make a large batch of tamales,” explained Lisa May, 
director of the North East Community Center where 
the tamalada took place. “This is more than a fund 
raiser for us. It’s a time to get together to create 
something special. People either come in with a group 
of friends or they make new friends during the day.”

The day actually started with breakfast tacos and 
coffee followed by morning exercise. The cooks then 
formed an assembly line to make the tamales, which 
includes people working with the shucks and corn 
masa, filling the tamales, rolling them up and finally 
putting them in a tall pot to cook. Pre-orders were 
taken for the tamales choosing from either beef, pork, 

chicken or sweet tamales at a cost of $5 per dozen.
“Making tamales is truly a tradition for many  

families,” said May. “I can remember my great- 
grandmother and great aunts getting together for  
a tamalada. It’s fun when we can carry on traditions 
through our community centers.”
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Stay Safe During the Holiday Season

Seniors Continue a Holiday Tradition

While the holiday season can be a joyous time, a fire can turn happiness into tragedy. Each year, 2,600 people 
are injured in fires that occur during the holidays. The United States Fire Administration has some easy ideas  
that you can do to protect yourself, your family and your property against fire hazards:

Fresh christmas trees: If you have a fresh Christmas tree, make sure you select one that has green, firm needles 
that do not break or fall off easily. Keep your tree away from the fireplace or heating vents. Make sure to water 
the tree regularly and do not keep a live tree up for more than two weeks.

Holiday Lights: When you get out your lights, inspect them for frays, bare spots, broken or cracked sockets or any 
other signs of wear. Never overload an electrical outlet. When you leave your house, turn the holiday lights off.

Decorations and candles: Always choose nonflammable or flame-retardant decorations and never place any  
decoration near a heating vent. If you use lit candles, always put them in a stable holder away from where they 
can easily be knocked over. Don’t use your fireplace for disposing of wrapping paper. Make sure to blow out 
candles and turn off any lit decorations before you leave your home.

Staying warm: The holidays are the beginning of the colder winter season. If you use a space heater, it is  
important to buy only Underwriter’s Laboratory approved heaters. Never use a space heater in the bathroom  
or around wet areas. A space heater should not be used as a dryer.

Preparing your home: As you get ready for the holidays, make sure you have a working smoke alarm on every 
level of your home. If you have fire extinguishers, ensure that they have not expired and read the directions on 
how to use them. Practice your home escape plan and, if necessary, update your emergency call list.

Stay Safe During the Holiday Season

Seniors Continue a Holiday Tradition
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After she retired from 24 years of working for the Goose Creek 

Consolidated Independent School District, friends of Beatrice Frazier 

encouraged her to stop by the Walker Community Center. “Several of 

my friends said they were having a lot of fun at the Center so I went 

down and really enjoyed myself,” explained Frazier. “We got to do 

so many different things, such as crafts, talking about cooking and 

exchanging recipes. I’ve also been able to meet lots of new people.”

Frazier is known as a fabulous cook as well as a skilled baker. 

She took a cake-decorating class at Lee College and applied this 

art form to birthday cakes she decorated for the Center’s monthly 

birthday lunches.

Over the years, Frazier became involved at Walker and in 1994 

she was asked to become a member of the Advisory Board which 

she accepted. Each Precinct Two community center has an advisory 

board composed of members from their local community, service 

organizations and local businesses. The advisory boards serve as the 

eyes and the ears of the community, letting the centers know what 

is happening in their area and what needs exist. The advisory board 

members also let the community know about special events and 

ongoing activities at the centers.

Frazier continues to serve on the Walker Advisory Board and has 

been a volunteer at Harlem Elementary for the past 10 years in a 

program called Stars Project. Frazier was a charter member of this 

senior volunteer program, which conducts one-on-one reading  

sessions with an assigned student benefiting the student’s  

self-esteem and reading skills.

Frazier also served the McNair community for many years as an 

election judge and later as an election clerk.

This octogenarian is mother to three, grandmother to five and 

great-grandmother to three. She encourages anyone who has not 

become involved with a Precinct Two community center to make a 

trip to the center in their neighborhood, as it is a great way to stay 

active and make new friends.

Showing the Spirit of Volunteerism at J.D. Walker

“Make a trip to  

the center in your 

neighborhood, it is 

a great way to stay 

active and make  

new friends.”

Beatrice Frazier



Like many Precinct2gether seniors, Shelly Cooper 
has enjoyed the benefits of Precinct Two’s community 
centers. “I began my relationship with the Grayson 
Center when I signed up to take an evening exercise 
class many years ago,” explained Cooper, Precinct-
2gether’s new special programs coordinator. “After 
several months, I was asked to become the volunteer 
leader of the class which I did for the next few years. 
Then I was asked if I’d like to take a full-time job at 
Grayson but the timing wasn’t right for my family. How-
ever, a year later, I was approached again and I knew I 
wanted to work with the Center full-time. I’ve been an 
employee of Precinct Two for 17 years now and have 
really enjoyed every minute of it.”

Cooper’s new position was developed as part of  
the Precinct2gether reorganization. Working with 
Debbie Copeland, special programs assistant, Cooper 
is responsible for the three standing Precinct2gether 
special programs – Meals, Nursing Home and  
Transportation Voucher – and any new special  
programs that are developed. “We will be working  
with the programs on administrative issues, such  
as budgeting and grant requirements, as well as  
day-to-day activities,” explained Cooper. “Currently, 

we’re determining how we can 
best serve each of these important 
programs. I really want to spend 
time with each group so I can learn 
every aspect of what they do. In 
this way, if they ever need me to pitch in because 
someone is out sick or they’re overloaded with work, 
I’ll know what I need to do.”

Being able to work with a diverse group of people 
and having the chance to grow both professionally  
and personally are some of the benefits Cooper has 
experienced during her tenure with Precinct Two. “I 
highly value the relationships I’ve developed and the 
strong bond I have built with our community,” said 
Cooper. “I’m the type of person who has never met a 
stranger so this has really been the perfect working 
environment for me. I’m also very excited about the 
opportunities I’ll have with my new position.”

Outside of work, Cooper usually is found with her 
husband of 25 years, Don, her son, Zachary, and her 
daughter, Hayden. “We love to be outdoors, camping, 
swimming and boating,” said Cooper. “We also spend 
a great deal of time with our extended family as we’re 
really very close-knit.”

   “I’ve Really Never Met a Stranger” 
     The Chit-Chat’s Featured Employee: Shelly Cooper
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>  nutrition.gov: http://www.nutrition.gov 
This site provides easy access to food and nutrition 
information from across the federal government. It’s 
a great source for reliable information on nutrition, 
eating right, exercise and food safety.

>  Go Direct: http://www.godirect.org 
The U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Federal 
Reserve Banks sponsor this program to encourage 
people who receive Social Security and Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) to use direct deposit. Direct 
deposit eliminates the risk of stolen check, reduces 
fraud and gives immediate access to funds.

>  Harris county appraisal District:  
http://www.hcad.org 
Find out information about your home or a house you 
are considering purchasing, which includes five-year 
value history, ownership history and building details. 
Information is also available on exemptions and  
property taxes for older homeowners,

>  The arts alliance center at clear Lake:  
http://www.taaccl.org 
Learn more about this local art center that features 
changing exhibitions, juried competitions, art  
education and musical performances. 

Following are some Web sites that provide information or services that may be useful to you:

Useful resources on the Web



Precinct2gether welcomes  
all new participants!

Precinct2gether serves Harris 
County Precinct Two seniors 
in Barrett Station, Baytown, 
Channelview, Clear Lake, Crosby, 
Deer Park, El Lago, Galena Park, 
Highlands, Houston, Jacinto 
City, La Porte, McNair, Morgan’s 
Point, Nassau Bay, North Shore, 
Pasadena, Seabrook, Sheldon, 
Shore Acres, South Houston,  
Taylor Lake Village and Webster.

Precinct2gether Inc. is a 501 (c)(3)  
non-profit organization. 
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Department of Community  
Centers & Senior  
Programming 
713-455-4869

Inner City Program 
713-514-0185

North Channel Program 
281-452-7598  

Nursing Home Program 
281-479-4232

South Channel Program 
281-479-4232

Barrett Station & 
Riley Chambers  
Community Centers 
281-328-4713

Bay Area  
Community Center  
281-326-2955

East Harris County  
Activity Center 
281-479-4232 

Grayson Community Center 
713-455-3660 
 
North East  
Community Center 
281-442-7950

Ramsey & Flukinger 
Community Center 
281-457-1810

San Jacinto & Highlands  
Community Centers 
281-426-7561

Walker Community Center 
281-426-3551

Harris county Precinct Two  
Transportation Department 
281-452-6071

Transportation  
Voucher Program 
281-326-2955

Veterans Services 
281-426-2832 or  
281-843-2019

H  D I R E C T O R Y  H

Department of Community Centers & Senior Programming


