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Washburn Tunnel to Close for Final Ike-Related Repairs
Harris County Precinct Two Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia announced Wednesday that the new Washburn Tunnel will be closed beginning at Midnight on Thursday, December 11th until 4:00 a.m. on Monday, December 15th.

The tunnel re-opened Saturday, October 25th following an extensive effort to drain, repair and conduct safety inspections on the thoroughfare running beneath the Houston Ship Channel.  The remaining work includes mostly routine maintenance items that do not affect traffic flow such as painting catwalks and other minor repairs of fixtures.
The tunnel, which had never completely flooded in the structure’s 58-year history, was inundated by storm surge both from the Houston Ship Channel on the south and from Greens Bayou on the north in the early morning hours after the eye of Hurricane Ike had come ashore.

It took a full week of pumping 24-hours per day to remove in excess of ten million gallons of water from the mile-long tunnel.  Safety inspections, replacement of electrical wiring for lights and safety cameras and clean-up have cost nearly $100,000.

The Washburn Tunnel, listed on the National Register of Historic Places, is the only traffic tunnel located in Texas.  It is named after Harry L. Washburn who had served as Harris County Auditor.
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