
Harris County Legislative Platform 
80th Legislative Session 

 
Clean Air and Environmental Issues 
• Support legislation to extend the Texas Emissions Reduction Plan (TERP).   
• Support legislative initiatives to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the SIP 

process.   
• Support the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s (TCEQ) 2008-09 

Legislative Appropriations Request, particularly as it pertains to air quality research 
and planning. 

• Support legislative initiatives to improve air quality. 
• Oppose any legislative efforts to weaken state environmental laws or public 

participation in environmental decision-making. 
• Support expanding the preference for clean contractors to all counties instead of only 

non-attainment and near-non-attainment counties.   
• Continue legislative funding to TCEQ for ozone modeling research and for additional 

monitoring and for health effect studies related to ozone and other air pollutants. 
• Support legislation that would require notification of emissions events, including 

those that exceed a Reportable Quantity or cause offsite impacts, to be made quickly 
to the TCEQ and all appropriate local air pollution control agencies with jurisdiction. 

• Support legislation that would require offsite air monitoring when a facility 
experiences an emissions event that causes offsite impacts. 

• Support legislation that would prohibit or otherwise limit outdoor burning of refuse. 
• Support legislation that would allow for certain air quality permit renewals in TCEQ 

Air Pollutant Watch List areas to be made more stringent. 
• Support initiatives to increase federal funding for accelerating the utilization of 

cleaner engines. 
• Support legislation to control community impacts from junk yards and salvage yards. 
• Support the Texas Clean Air Working Group. 
 
Transportation Issues  
• Support increased funding and innovative funding measures for the Texas 

Department of Transportation and state highways. 
• Support new state funding for the Special County Road Assistance program using the 

existing allocation formula of:  40% county population, 20% unincorporated 
population, 20% lineal road miles, and 20% paved and concrete lane miles and 
increase appropriations to the Lateral Road and Bridge Fund. 

• Support new state funding for the Texas Mobility Fund to provide for grants and 
loans of money and the issuance of obligations for financing the construction, 
reconstruction, acquisition, operations and expansion of state highways, turnpikes, 
toll bridges and other mobility projects including toll roads. 

• Support a minimum return guarantee for state motor fuel tax for TXDOT districts. 
• Support full funding for freight rail improvements. 
• Support continued funding and allocations for I-69 Texas. 
• Support toll revenue from a region remaining in the region. 
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• Support initiatives giving counties or local toll road authorities first development 
rights for any toll projects within their jurisdiction. 

• Support indexing the motor fuels tax to the Highway cost index. 
• Oppose diversions of State Highway Fund 0006 from purposes not directly related to 

transportation. 
• Support legislation to eliminate the exemption from toll road fines for leasing and 

rental companies. 
• Support legislation to prohibit obscured license plates. 
 
Homeland Security Issues 
• Support legislation that would assure appropriate response to large-scale public health 

emergencies. 
• Support legislation permitting the creation of the Ship Channel Security District. 
• Support legislation whose goal is to heighten homeland security and preparedness in 

the Harris County region. 
• Support legislation necessary to draw the maximum amount of federal funds for 

homeland security and preparedness to our region and state. 
 
Health and Human Service Issues 
• Support legislation that would help control the spread of West Nile Virus and other 

mosquito-borne illnesses. 
• Support legislation that would increase childhood and adult immunization rates. 
• Support legislation that would reduce child injuries. 
• Support legislation that would contribute to the prevention of obesity, diabetes, and 

asthma among high-risk populations. 
• Support legislation that enhances the control and elimination of tuberculosis. 
• Support legislation that strengthens disease tracking. 
• Support legislation that enhances coordinated school health programs. 
• Support legislation that would contribute to the prevention of tobacco use among 

children.  
• Support legislation designed to eliminate animal cruelty that includes effective 

measures for enforcement.  
• Support legislation designed to protect the public from vicious animals that includes 

effective measures for enforcement. 
• Support initiatives that enhance the delivery of mental health services. 
• Support legislation to clarify the power of a local health authority to designate 

facilities for isolation and treatment of a person having a communicable disease. 
• Support legislation that would allow group applications for court ordered 

management of communicable diseases, allow appearances at court hearings 
regarding health authority orders by teleconference, and provide for the postponement 
of hearings until the conclusion of a declared disaster. 

• Support legislation addressing unsecured or abandoned swimming pools. 
• Support legislation that would classify interference with a person who has 

responsibility for assessing, enacting or enforcing public health, environmental or 
safety measures as “interference with public duties,” a class B misdemeanor. 
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• Support legislation allowing county regulation of the roadside sale of animals. 
• Support legislative initiatives that would fund uncompensated emergency/trauma 

care, improve the coordination and accountability of emergency services in Harris 
County and the region, increase trauma center capacity, and improve local injury 
prevention efforts. 

• Support legislative initiatives that address the current health care professional crisis in 
Texas both in physicians and all allied public health professions. 

• Support increased state funding for health care programs in Harris County, including 
Medicaid, Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), mental health and mental 
retardation, and medical schools by restoring eligibility, benefits, and provider 
reimbursements to SFY 2003 levels.  Support distribution of funding for local 
MHMR authorities based upon the population served and the demand for services. 

• Oppose mandating the utilization of any county funds to fund Medicaid and CHIP 
benefit and eligibility reductions implemented in the 78th Legislative Session.  

• Support continued funding of the Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHC).  
• Support continued state funding of residential substance abuse and treatment services. 
• Support appropriate and equitable funding of the Texas HIV Medication Program to 

maintain coverage at 200 percent of the federal poverty level guidelines.  
• Support legislation that would increase the number of insured in Harris County, 

including innovative Medicaid waiver programs that maximize federal funds through 
the matching of local and state expenditures and other innovative measures. 

• Support legislative initiatives that would maximize federal funding to non-state 
operated hospitals. 

• Support state funding for the Services To At-Risk Youth (STAR) program. 
• Support legislation that would allow Harris County to continue to provide services to 

abused and neglected children. 
• Support initiatives that would provide for continuous eligibility for public assistance 

benefits for inmates. 
• Support alternative funding mechanisms for the provision of indigent care. 
• Support the legislative platform of the Harris County Hospital District. 
 
Civil Justice, Criminal Justice and Juvenile Justice Issues 
• Support continued state funding of the Harris County juvenile boot camps. 
• Support year-round funding for JJAEP programs. 
• Support the creation of a Texas Juvenile Probation Commission Incentive Funding 

Allocation, whereby funds are distributed based on a county’s pro rata share of local 
funding adjusted for tax base and juvenile age population. 

• Support continued state funding for juvenile probation programs. 
• Support legislation that addresses damage to life safety equipment in juvenile 

facilities. 
• Support legislation allowing Juvenile Probation access to Workforce Commission 

records. 
• Support increased state funding for the Crime Victims Compensation (CVC) Fund. 
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• Support initiatives that would reduce the use of the state hospital for competency 
restoration include the expansion of jail diversion programs and community mental 
health services. 

• Support initiatives to increase efficiency for clerks of the courts. 
• Support initiatives allowing the use of dedicated fees for records preservation. 
• Support legislation redefining court assignments in certain condemnation 

proceedings. 
• Support legislation increasing flexibility in court collections. 
• Support continued state funding of residential substance abuse and treatment services. 
• Support initiatives to secure funding for Harris County drug courts. 
• Support legislation providing for electronic transmission of notices and orders 

relating to expunctions and nondisclosure of criminal history. 
 
General Government, Public Safety, Budget and Revenue Issues 
• Oppose un-funded mandates on local units of government. 
• Support legislation that would improve and protect public safety, health and welfare 

of Harris County residents. 
• Support legislation to improve government efficiency. 
• Support legislation that would provide the county with the ability to manage the 

unincorporated area of Harris County to protect public health, welfare, and safety, 
including the regulation of sexually oriented businesses, overnight parking of 
commercial vehicles adjacent to subdivisions, and fire hazards. 

• Support legislation that would ban or allow regulation of fireworks, provide for 
membership on the advisory council for a fire code official and insurance 
representative, and enhance enforcement of fireworks laws. 

• Support legislation that would minimize the length of record retention in all areas of 
county government. 

• Support legislation that would maximize the county’s ability to collect payments and 
fees and fund county services.   

• Support the Texas State Library and Archives Commission’s exceptional items 
request in its Legislative Appropriations Request.  

• Support legislation that maintains critically important telecommunications discounts 
to insure the continuation of high-speed information access in libraries and schools 
across the state. 

• Support initiatives that would maximize incentives and minimize impediments to 
economic and community development. 

• Support legislation that protects public funds. 
• Support information sharing initiatives.  
• Support adequate, secure, and dedicated funding for state parks.  
• Support legislation requiring that social study evaluations be conducted in certain 

cases involving the termination of the parent-child relationship and adoptions, and 
clarifying the qualifications of those who conduct the evaluations.  

• Support legislation clarifying that utilities must pay the cost of relocating their 
facilities that are placed in public rights-of-way subsequent to public ownership. 
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• Support legislation eliminating the survey requirement for utilizing the USDL Davis-
Bacon rate for contractors. 

• Support legislation providing for the election of ESD boards. 
• Support legislation addressing the use by peace officers of their rank or status to 

promote a private business. 
• Support initiatives for a constitutional amendment to abolish the Office of the Harris 

County Treasurer. 
• Support legislation limiting the liability of constables in the performance of their 

duties. 
• Support legislation clarifying the authority of county attorney investigators to conduct 

criminal background checks and serve process. 
• Support legislation to allow the county to prohibit competing water and sewer 

systems, new septic systems, and new water wells in areas listed as a state or federal 
superfund site or in certain economically distressed areas. 

• Oppose initiatives that would adversely impact the legitimate use of the power of 
eminent domain for public projects. 


